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TO THE ELECTORS 
OF THE 


BOROUGH OF FINSBURY. 


Normandy, 25. June, 1834. 
GENTLEMEN, 

Wuen the Reform Bill was under 
discussion, the country gentlemen ex- 
pressed their fears, that the people of 
the metropolitan boroughs, and of the 
two cities of Westminster and London, 
would return nothing but men of great 
industry, great talent, and uncontrollable 
stubbornness in asserting the rights and 
interests of the tradesmen and working 
people. The conduct of the electors in 
these boroughs and cities most fully 
proved that these alarms were ground- 
less. The Irish Coercion Bill, the pre- 
sent Poor-Law Bill, the Repeal of the 
Malt-tax, the endeavour made by me to 
get justice fur the middle classes with 
regard to the Stamp Duties, the several 
discussions upon the subject of sbort 
Parliaments ; all these have most amply 
proved that the alarm of the: landed 
grandees was wholly groundless. — In 
short, if I were to enter into the detail, 
I could show that the: metropolitan bo- 
roughs and cities discovered in their 
chuice, less sense, of less public spirit, 
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and the like; and, doubtless, you must 
have been very proud to see your mem- 
ber pleading, as it were for his life, for 
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a heavy sentence on Mr. Comen, the 
editor of the Brighton Guardian, for an 
offence of a very trifling nature, if it 
were an offence at all; and you have 
had the satisfaction to see numerotis 
landed grandees of the county of Sussex, 
making application for the mitigation of 
the sentence. . 
Your other member you could know 
nothing of, except that, you knew that 
he was a placemun ; and that ought to 
have been enough for.you to know- 
What did. we want the reform of Par- 
liament for? When we petitioned for 
parliamentary: feform, we were not such 
senseless brutes as to pray for it for no- 
thing ; for the mere name. We prayed 
for ‘it, first and foremost, because we 
thought it would take off the enormous 
and unjust burdens which we have to 
bear. Never did it enter into our heads to 
pray for parliamentary reform, in order 
that we might have a Parliament to 
cause the Irish to be tried by courts-mar- 
tial, instead of judges and juries ; or that 
the money raised in parishes for the re- 
lief of the poor should be taken away 
from the control of the parishes, and 
placed under the control of com- 
missioners appointed by the Govern- 
ment, and removeable ut the Govern- 
ment’s pleasure. We did not pray for a 
parliamentary reform, in order to get a 
Parliament that should not take one 
penny off from our burdens, and that 
should pass a law to enable the landed 
grandees to sell the wild animals of the 
field, and to transport us if we should 
be found in pursuit of them in the night- 
time. We did not want a Parliament 
to set to work to pull to pieces every in- 
stitution of the country made for our 
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Mr. Grant is, for anything that I 
have ever heard to the contrary, a very 
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body knows, that a placeman is com- 
pelled by his engagement, by his word 
of honour, to vote on the side of the 
Ministry, be the question what it may. 
Therefore you knew you were choosing 
aman who would never vote for the 
taking a tax off your backs. By your 
votes you as good as told the Govern- 
ment that you did not want any reform 
of the Parliament at all; and that you 
were quite content to pay all the taxes 
Imposed on you without any alleviation 


‘ whatsoever. 


And what benefit has the parish of 
St. Luxe, for instance, found in having 
two members in Parliament? There is 
a bill before Parliament for giving six 
votes in every vestry to every consider- 
able landowner, for enabling him, while 
spending his rents at Paris or at Rome, 
to give those votes by proxy. In short, 
to give to the landowners of England 
the power which is possessed by the 
heritors of Scotland, which is the most 
hellish under the sun. This bill, which 
makes a total change in the social com- 
pact of England, which proposes such 
monstrous things that every humane 
man shudders at the thought of them ; 
by the means of which it is intended to 
have only three or four workhouses in 
every county; and by the means of which 
it is avowed that the rate-payers in the 
middle ranks of life are to be stripped 
of all power in the distribution of relief. 
This most monstrous bill is founded 
upon this assertion; namely, that the 
vestrics of the parishes are not worthy 
of beiny intrusted with the distribution 
of the money of the parishes ; and there- 
fore it is necessary to take the money 
out of their hands and put it under the 
control of a board appointed by, and 
removeable at the pleasure of, the Mi- 
nistry of the day, though this is a total 
abrogation of the ancient local govern- 
ment of England. 

Speaking toa member of a metro- 
politan borough, I said, Upon what 
ground do you defend the transferring 
of the monies of a parish into the hands, 
or putting them under the control, of 
Government commissioners ? Uponwhat 

nd do you support the proposition, 
that those who have to pay for the 
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management of the poor, are not the 
best calculated to attend to that manage- 
ment? ‘*QOh,” said he, “there is no 
“such thing as preventing jobbing, 
‘“‘ The tradesmen play into each other's 
‘* hands, and thus the parish is robbed. 
* Only look,” said he, “ at the Poor- 
‘* Jaw Commissioners’ Report relative to 
“the parish of St. Luke, Middlesex.” 
I did look at it, knowing nothing of 
Ricumonp their informer, nor of the 
true state of the case. Therefore, during 
the discussions on the clauses of the 
bill, it was out of my power to defend 
the parish of St. Luxe; it was out of 
my power to show the falsehood which 
had been circulated, so much to the 
prejudice of the character of the leading 
men of that parish. 

This Ricsmonp (of whom we shall 
hear more by-and-by from Mr. Wak -ey, 
if you act the part of men of sense and 
of spirit) ; this Ricamownp told the com- 
missioners that he had been one of the 
vestry of the parish of St. Luxe; and 
then he told them, that the vestry ex- 
pended 20,0002. a year on goods bought 
for the use of the poor ; that they pur- 
chased these goods of one another, in 
the parish ; that they gave, sometimes, 
forty per cent. above the market prices ; 
and that these people would oppose the 
Poor-law Bill, because it took the power 
of jobbing and cheating the parish, out 
of their hands. In answer to this, the 
vestry have now made a publication, 
proving that, beginning with the year 
1828, and going on to the present time, 
there has been on an average of years, 
about a fifth part of the goods pur- 
chased, purchased in the parish. That 
the total amount has been on an average 
about siz thousand, instead of twenty 
thousand; that four-sixths have been 
contracted for by public advertisement 5 
and that of the rest, only about one- 
fifth has been purchased in the parish. 

Now, this is most particularly stated 
in full, in a published paper put forth 
by the vestry, dated the 5. of June, 
1834; and not a word of this has yet 
been heard of in Parliament! Inst 
of 20,0001, a year being expended, not 
7,000/. has been expended in any one yea 
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instead of 20,0001. a year having been|the effects of your past conduct, you 
expended with tradesmen in the parish, | will now take care not to do the like 
only 1,040/. has upon an average’ been |again. I know not who may be stuck 
expended with tradesmen in the parish. ‘up to oppose Mr. Waxvey; but, this E 
The vestry, to be sure, have had the | know, that of all the men whom I am 
power to publish a paper; and they | acquainted with, | know not a man so 
have sent it round to the press, and | /|likely to make a_ successful stand 
published it in my Register last week ; against that which threatens to take 
but what is this compared to a defence from us the last vestige of our freedom. 
of the parish in Parliament! What is It is useless to plead with you ; useless 
this, compared to an exposure of the|to use any words, other than to point 
falsehoods contained in this Poor-law/|out to you that which I have pointed 
Commissioners’ Report ; and which false-|out: you well know the ability of 
hoods are to be the foundation of the) Mr. Waxiey; you well know his 
passing of this horrible bill! Yes, this talents, his courage, and his disregard 
instance of the monstrous jobbing of |of any thing that the greedy great can 
the parish of St. Luxe is made the/siy of him or do to him. Ten such 
pretence for the passing of this bill. men in Parliament would make a great 
And, where were your two members change in the affairs of this world; 
of Parliament? Did you go to them ?/against ten such men that which is now 
Did you go to them and say, “‘ Here| going on could not go on, without com- 
“are we most grossly defamed, in a/ing to an open and avowed and complete 
“book Jaid before Parliament by the | disregard of all the settled laws, usages, 
‘Government: here are we represented | customs, and principles of English go- 
‘* as robbers of our neighbours : defend | vernment., 
“us before that Parliament, to whom! Gentlemen, I need say no more; and 
“ we have been defamed”? Did you) indeed | can say no more, without wast- 
do this? no: it would have been useless} ing words. Experience points out to 
for you to do it. One of your members| you your duty to your country : do that 
would have been busy, applying the/duty, and your children will bless you; 
law of libel, perhaps, with a fee from neglect it, and they will entertain for 
the Government: your other member) your memory sentiments which I will 
would have been busy in receiving his|notexpress. I cannot conclude, how- 
salary out of the taxes; or in preparing |ever, without observing, in justice to 
a speech to be made in defence of this| vou, that, from every thing that I hear, 
bill. At any rate, he could not have} you are resolved to du that duty ; in the 
performed his duty towards you, and|doing of which you will entitle your- 
have kept his word with the Ministry | selves to thanks and to the lasting praise 
at the same time: he could not have|of every man in the kingdom; and to 
defended you without proving the} those of no man more sincerely than 


—— 


falsehood of the reports of the commis- Your friend, 
sioners, and thereby taking from the| And must humble and obedient servant, 
bill the very best of its pretences. Ws. COBBETT. 


Well, then, what good has the par- 
liamentary reform done to you? None} P.S. Though I published the defence 
atall: not apin is it worth to you at) of the vestry of St. Luxe, last week, I 
this present time: that which I am/|here republish it, it being of the utmost 
doing for you I should have done, if importance that the public, and that 
there had been no parliamentary reform. | the members of both Houses of Parlia- 
Yet, if it has been of no use to you,/| ment, should see it, and well attend to it, 
take the blame to yourselves. You|before the final discussion upon the 
ought to have known, and you must/horrible bill, which, I repeat for the 
have known, that your two members| fiftieth time, I believe never can pass 


- would act as they have done’; and the/ the House of Lords, if it pass the House 





question now is, whether, having seen| of Commons ; and which, if attempted 
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tobe executed, will, I verily believe, pro- 
duce in England events far beyond the 
imagination even of those who are 
alarmed at the prospect. The country 
people are beginning to understand 
what is intended for them; they 
are beginning to understand what 
is intended to be their lot; and they are 
beginning to consider of the means of 
protection which they shall make use 
of, 


Derence or THE Panis oF St, LUKE 
AGAINST THE CHARGES PREFERRED 
in. THE Poor-Law CoMMISSIONERS 
Report, 

Saint Luke, Middleser. 
Ata general meeting of the vestry- 
men of this parish, held in the church 

on Thursday, the 5. of June, 1834, 

publicly convened, to take into consi- 

deration certain evidence said to have 
been given by Mr. Ricamonp, one of 
the guardians of the poor of this parish, 
to the commissioners of the poor-laws, 
as printedin their Report : viz. ‘‘ When 

** 1 came into office it was a recognised 

** principle that the purchase of com- 

“* modities for parochial consumption 

*‘ should be confined to the tradesmen 

“‘ of the parish. ‘The effects of the pa- 

“ tronage incident to the purchase of 

“* goods to the amount of upwards of 

** 20,0001. per annum, from shopkeep- 

‘* ers within the parish, patronage exer- 

“* cised by a Board who are themselves 

“* shopkeepers, or connected with shop- 

‘* keepers, may well be conceived. For 

‘** several years [ have contended, but 

‘“‘ unsuccessfully, for the universal appli- 

‘* cation of the principle that contracts 

‘* should be taken from those who made 

‘‘the lowest tenders, wherever they 

“« resided, provided they gave the reqai- 

“* site securities for the due performance 

‘* of the contract. On investigating the 

“« purchases of goods within the parish, 

** I found that some of the charges were 

“‘ upwards of 40 per cent. above the 

‘* market prices. Whatever opposition 

** may be made agajnst an extensive or 

“* efficient reform, or generalization of 

“* the mana t of the funds for the 

** relief of the poor, will be based on the 





“‘ retention of parochial patronage and 
“‘ power, although such a motive will 
‘‘ never be ostensibly avowed. I have 
‘‘ mo dowbt they will even assume that 
“extended management will be more 
*“* profuse than their own.” 


Mr. Witt1am Woop, Churchwarden, 
in the Chair. 


Resolved unanimously,— That the 
statement made by Mr. Richmond, to 
the commissioners of poor-law inquiry 
is utterly without foundation in truth, 
because it is clearly proved that instead 
of its being a ‘‘ recognised principle,” 
that the purchase of goods for paro- 
chial consumption should be confined to 
the tradesmen of the parish, upon an 
average of the last seven years, five- 
sixths of the sums laid out have been 
expended with persons living out of the 
parish ; that instead of goods being pur- - 
chased to the amount of 20,0001. per 
annum, the whole amount has very little 
exceeded 6,000/. upon an average, and ° 
has not in any one year amounted to | 
7,0001., and of that sum only 1,040/. | 
per annum, upon an average, instead of 
upwards of 20,000/. has been expended 
with tradesmen in the parish; that in- 
stead of Mr. Richmond having had to 
contend unsuccessfully for the universal 
application of the principle, that con- 
traets should be taken from those who 
made the lowest tenders, wherever they 
resided, that principle was in operation 
long before Mr. Richmond entered the 
parish, and continues to the present 
time, it being the regular practice to 
contract for the supply of all the prin- 
cipal articles of consumption with those 
who made the lowest tender, whether 
they resided in or out of the parish, 
after advertisements in the daily papers; 
that instead of the purchase of goods 
being used as a means of patronage and 
power, the tradesmen employed to 
serve the parish with those articles that 
could not be contracted for, have fre- 
quently been persons opposed to the 
guardians of the poor upon, parochial 
matters, as was the case in the person 
alluded to by Mr. Richmond, who made 
an overcharge upon an article amount- 
ing to 30s., and was detected (but nat. 
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by Mr. Richmond), and was declared 
by the guardian board disqualified from 
ever supplying goods to the workhouse 
again. 

That the following tabular statement 
details the exact amounts of the whole 
expenditure in the purchase of goods 
during the last seven years, together 
with the manner in which those goods 
have been obtained : 
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Years ending Lady-day ....... 

Gross amount paid for Good 

Out of which contracted for 

Not contracted for .... 

Of which bought out of the parish., ....cesseeeseees 

Bought inthe parish....ssccesesccss eee sscesess LISIMED, 











And, are not these parties to be called 
te account? Are not the poor-law com- 
missioners and Ricumonp to becalled to 
the bar of the House, instead of sitting 
under the gallery? Is the House to 
have palmed upon it statements like this, 
coming from authority; and is 
to be made answerable for the state- 
ment? God Almighty! Are guardians 
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and directors of a parish to be thus li- 
beiled ; and is nobody upon the face of 
the earth to be answerable? Poor Mr. 
Couen was punished for an alleged libel 
upon the magistrates, and which every 
disinterested person declared to be no 
libel at all. A thing which is published 
by order of the House of Commons, or 
House of Lords, has been held to be no 
libel, though republished all over the 
kingdom. ‘This was new law laid down 
by old Kenyon, in the case of Waicur 
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of Piccadilly, who republished a very , 


gross libel on a gentleman in Ireland, 
that libel having been first printed by 
order of the House of Commons, or 
House of Lords, | forget which ; so that 
a man may be utterly destroyed in this 
manner with impunity to the destroying 
parties ; and thus stands this parish of 
St. Luxe; thus stand the gentlemen 


belonging to that vestry, held up to the | 


detestation and scorn ot the whole king- 
dom ; but, surely, the House itself will 
not tolerate injustice like this: the 
House has been misled by this false re- 


| port ; and it is for the vestry of St. Luke 


to demand justice, and for their members 
to urge acompliance with that demand, 
How this matter may end I cannot say; 
but, at any rate, I have the power to 
prevent this matter from being passed 
over in silence, and prevent it I will. 





INFERNAL PAPER-MONEY. 


Tue United States of America; and 
particularly the farmers and working 
men of those states, now headed by the 
bravest man of which the history of the 
world affords us any knowledge ; those 


states, and particularly those people, to ° 


whose bravery and to whose virtue, the 
world owes that there is anythi 
worthy of the name of freedom left in 
it; those 
rid of the blighting curse of pa 
money. From the first; from the 
suing of the President's reasons for 
veto; from that moment, I, who 
tended to no merit onaccount of the 
diction, because I must have been a sb 
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country once clearly understood the 
matter, they would put an end to the 
paper-money completely; and that 
would, in a very short time, put an end 
to our paper-money. ‘The President's 
reasons for his veto convinced me that 
he understood the nature of the 
abominable fraud. His character, which 
I well knew, convinced me _ that 
he would never cease (having the 
power) till he had destroyed the fraud, 
rvot and branch; the question then 
was, Will the people stand by the Pre- 
sident? This question was put to me 
by innumerable persons in London ; my 
answer to which was, They will stand by 
him if the paper-money villains have 
not the cunning to deceivethem, Every 
thing, therefore, would depend upon 
this; whether they would elearly un- 
derstand the tendency of the fraud. 
They have shown that they do under- 
stand it well: they stand by the Pre- 
sident ; and the paper-money crew are 
smitten with fear; their knees knock 
together; their teeth chatter in their 
heads ; and they look as our fat pen- 
sioners will look, when the pensions 
shall be taken from them; when the 
hammer shall be presented to them, 
and when they shall be bidden to crack 
a load of stones for ninepence, before 
they shall eat ; and that look will only 
be equalled by the look of a cowardly 
murderer, when he sees the halter about 
to be put round his neck. 

I have aright to glory in the events 
which are now taking place. Before 
the Bank was established, | warned the 
American Congress, and the American 
people, fully warned them of the dan- 
gerous consequences. I will now pro- 
ceed to inform my English readers of 
the present state of things in the United 
States, with regard to this infernal pa- 
per-money. 

The charter of the Bank provides, 
that the governors and directors shall, 
upon demand being made for that 
rarpose by the House of Repre- 
ventatives, submit to the inspection 
of that House, all their accounts, 
books, and papers of every descrip- 
tion. The President has charged the 
governor and directors, not only with 


Inrernan Paper-money. 
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malversation as to money affairs, but of 
making use of their pecuniary means, 
in order to carry on a conspiracy, against 
the freedom of the country. In order to 
ascertain the truth of these charges of 
the President, the House of Repre- 
sentatives have called upon the governor 
and the directors of the Bank to pro- 
duce all accounts and books, &c., 
agreeably to the provision in the char- 
ter. With this order, clearly legal, and 
manifestly just and reasonable, the in- 
solent villains have refused to comply ; 
and, as will be seen by the extract 
which I am about to insert from a New 
York paper, dated 31. May, the House 
had ordered these sons of fraud to be 
taken into custody by their sergeant-at- 
arms and brought to their bar! I said, 
some time back, that it must come to 
this; or that the people must go and take 
Nicnotas Bippie and fling him out 
into the street, and take all his books 
and papers and burn them. I knew 
that it must beso; I knew that these 
vagabonds would never produce ac- 
counts and books and correspondences; 
[ knew that they would never produce 
the proof of the support which they had 
received from Eng/and; and they will 
not do it now. ‘Lhere will be a great 
burning of papers before they go to 
Wasuincton. The Congress should 
have issued an order, which should have 
accompanied the summons, to seize all 
their books and papers at once. I think 
the President should have issued such 
an order, on a charge of conspiracy oF 
treason against the state, and have 
brought the vagabonds into the Su- 
preme Court. However, I dare say 
that he has done that which is just and 
that which is wise; and that, in the 
end, all the treasonable correspondence 
with England will come out; for that 
there has been such correspondence 
with persons in England, 1 have not 
the smallest doubt. 

Now, then, I insert the intelligence, 
which is very dismal for the money 
mongers, and for the greedy landlords 
in England ; for, they will see that. all 
their schemes must fail;, that the peo 
ple of England will never come dowa. 


to potatoes and sea-weed, so long a& 
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the United States shall remain what 
they hitherto have been. 





REPORT 
OF THE BANK COMMITTEE. 


(From the New York Working Man's Advo- 
cate, 31. May, 1834.) 


We deem it unnecessary to publish 
in full the report of the Bank Com- 
mittee, giving a long account of their 
repeated attempts to carry into effect 
the resolution of the House of Repre- 
sentatives, directing them to investigate 
the affairs of the Bank, agreeably to the 
23. section of its charter, which pro- 
vides, 

“ That it shall be at all times lawful 
for a committee of either House of Con- 
gress appointed for that purpose, to in- 
spect the books and examine into the 
proceedings of the corporation hereby 
created, and to report whether the pro- 
visions of its charter have been violated 
or not.” 

The following is an extract from the 
report : 

In 1818, Mr. Spencer, of New York, 
offered to the House of Representatives 
a resolution providing for the appoint- 
ment of a committee to inspect the books, 
and examine into the proceedings of the 
Bank. In the debate to which that re- 
solution gave rise, the opinions now en- 
tertained by your committee, were well 
expressed by many distinguished gen- 
tlemen. . For presenting short extracts 
from one of the speeches then made, no 
apology, it is supposed, will be needed. 
Mr. Lowndes said he had no apprehen- 
sion of defect of power in the House to 
prosecute the inquiry in the terms pro- 
posed. He had no doubt of the power 
of the House if the public interest re- 
quired it, to direct a committee to make 
sucha report. ‘The nation, said he, has 
a deep interest in the conduct and ma- 
nagement of the Bank ; our duty to the 
people whom we represent, the nation’s 
interest, as owners of a large portion of 
the stock, its interest in the revenues 
being wholly payable in the notes of the 
Bank, will justify. a constant and vigi- 
lant attention to its proceedings. If 
there had been a doubt whether the con- 
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duct of the Bank had been proper or not, 
the House was fully justified in investi- 
gating into the facts, and inquiring whe- 
ther abuses had been committed or not. 
He would vote for an inquiry in its 
broadest shape.” 

The resolution of Mr. Spencer was 
adopted, and a committee appointed, 
who visited the principal Bank at Phila- 
delphia, and some of its branches. They 
had free, unrestrained access to the 
books and papers of the Bank. They 
were furnished by the officers with such 
extracts and copies from the books and 
papers as they called for, They sum- 
moned before them the directors and 


officers of the Bank, and examined them’ 


on oath touching their conduct and pro- 
ceedings; and the committee made to 
the House on the 16. January, 1819, an 
elaborate report, from which we learn 
that their inquiries had been chiefly di- 
rected “‘ to the general management of 
the Bank and the conduct of its officers.” 
The transactions of private citizens with 


the Bank were then freely and fully exa-' 


mined. Individual transactions of the 
president and directors of the Bank in 
the purchase of its stock were fully in- 
vestigated, and those officers sworn and 


required t9 testify before the committee. 


Though deeply affected, personally and 


officially, by these developments, they 


never hesitated or objected to obey the 
process, or to give their testimony. 

The names of the borrowers from the 
Bank were published without scruple, 
with the amount of money due from 
each, whenever, and not otherwise, such 
a publication was deemed necessary to 
illustrate the improper conduct or mal- 
administration of its officers. 

This precedent, to which the com- 
mittee of 1832 strictly conformed, is 
entitled to high respect from the emi- 
nent character of those by whom it was 
established, and who have justly enjoyed 
high reputations for purity of purpose 
and distinguished attainments. 

If any additional reason for deference 
to this contemporaneous construction of 
the twenty-third section be necessary, it 
may be found in the fact that the direc- 
tors of the Bank in 1819 themselves as- 
sented to it. ‘Ihey conceded to the com- 
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mittee of the House the right to inspect 
all their books and papers in such a 
manner as that committee thought just 
and proper. Besides, those who now 
have the management of. the Bank in 
18382, without question of right, with- 
out hesitation, without protest, pro- 
duced for the inspection of the com- 
mittee of the House, all their books, 
papers, correspondence and accounts, 
and appeared when summoned, and tes- 
tified on oath touching the transactions 


of the institution under their control. 
* . * ~ * * * 


The committee conclude the account 
of their fruitless attempts to obtain the 
desired information as follows : 

_Thus your committee conclude, the 
just power and authority of the House 
of Representatives have been set at 
nought, defied and contemned. 

Thus, the charter of the Bank of the 
United States has been deliberately 
violated, by repeated refusals of the 
directors of that corporation to submit 
their books and papers to the inspection 
of this committee. 

Thus have the just expectations of 
the House and of their constituents been 
disappointed, and all means of obtaining 
the best and most accurate information 
concerning the operations of a control- 
ling monied institution, been cut off and 
denied, 

It remains for the House and the 
country to decide how far this conduct 
of that directory has been dictated by 
their solemn duty, as declared, to pro- 
tect the interests of others committed 
specially to their protection. How far 
it conforms to those principles of action 
which are based on conscious integrity 
and uprightness of purpose, which 
defies scrutiny, and invites investiga- 
tion; and how far it shall be received 
as a plea of guilty to the high misde- 
meanours which they insist have been 
charged against the corporation of which 
they have the management and control. 

These grave questions, with others 
growing out of the transactions and 
proceedings, are left to be decided by 
the House of Representatives, 

To elicit those opinions the following 
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resolutions are most respectively sub- 
mitted : 

1. Resolved, That by the charter of 
the Bank of the United States, the right 
was expressly reserved to either House 
of Congress, by the appointment of a 
committee to inspect the books, and to 
examine into the proceedings of the 
said Bank, as well as to ascertain if at 
any time it had violated its charter. 

2. Resolved, That the resolution of 
the House of Representatives, passed 
on the 4. of April, 1834, for the appoint- 
ment of a committee, with full powers 
to make the investigations embraced 
in said resolution, was in accordance 
with the provisions of the charter of 
said Bank and the power of this House. 

3. Resolved, That the president and 
board of directors of the Bank of the 
United States, by refusing to submit for 
inspection the books and papers of the 
Bank, as called for by the committee of 
the House of Representatives, have 
contemned the legitimate authority of 
the House, asserting for themselves 
powers and privileges not contemplated 
by the framers of their charter, nor in 
fairness deducible from any of the terms 
or provisions of that instrument. 

4. Resolved, That either House of 
Congress has the right to compel the 
production of any such books or papers 
as have been called for by their com- 
mittee, and also to compel said pre- 
sident and directors to testify to such 
interrogatories as were necessary toa 
full and perfect understanding of the 
proceedings of the Bank at any period 
within the term of its existence. 

5. Resolved, That the Speaker of this 
House do issue his warrant to the Ser- 
veant-at-Arms, to arrest Nicholas Biddle, 
President, Manuel Eyre, Lawrence 
Lewis Ambrose White, Daniel W. Cox, 
John Holmes, Charles Chauncey, John 
Goddard, John R Neff, William Piatt, 
Matthew Newkirk, James C. Fisher, 
John S. Henry, and John Sergeant, di- 
rectors of the Bank of the United States, 
and bring them to the bar of this House, 
to answer for their contempt of its law- 
ful authority. 
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Thus stood the matter when my latest | They see who is at the dottom of the 
papers came away. [t was thought/whole; they see that the base and 
that some of the treacherous villains! cowardly imps of hell, who are everlast- 
would “ bolt,” and come over and join) ingly seeking the destgugtion offreedom 
the American conspirators already in| all over the world, are the principals, 
London. No matter; the harpies’ nest;and that Nicuotas Binpie and his 
isrummaged up; the monstrous fraud | crew, are only the underlings ; they see 
is stricken to the heart. When the) that the base and bloudy-minded villains 
news came away, the infernal paper|onthis side of the water intended to 
was gradually disappearing, and specie| destroy them, or to make them slaves 
gradually increasing, at the rate of| by the means of this paper-money. ‘They 
nearly three millions of dollars in a) should know, and perhaps they do know, 
week; this specie must go principally that there is a whole crew of American 
from England ; a good dealfrom France; | traitors now in London, keeping up a 
and then will work the nests of paper-| communication with Nicnuotas Bippie 
monsters in these two countries : it will} and Co. ‘They should, if possible, find 
assist to keep down the price of wheat;out who they are, and publish their 
in England; and it will soon produce} names; they should watch their return 
a dissolution of the whole fraud; and/to the United States, and inflict ven- 
the white-fingered discounters must! geance on the monsters; for, these vil- 
go to sweep the streets, or to the crack-| lains should not be sulfered to escape 
ing of stones. punishment of some sort. When a 

That the industrious classes in Ame-! warrant was served on the vile mis- 
rica understand this matter well; that|creants at Paimapetenta to give up 
they understand it to the very bottom, their books and papers, they said, ‘ that 
and clearly see the manner in which it | “the war that they were carrying on 
robs them of the fruit of their labour, is |“ was a defensive one; that they 
clear from the following document} * had been assisted by many ‘ eminent 
which has been published at New) “ citizens’ in the carrying on of this war; 
Yorx, which every reader should go!‘ and that they were resolved not to 
through with the greatest attention. |‘ give up their names.” A rope round Ni- 
It isan account of the organization of cuotas Bippie's neck, which the people 
the working men, for the purpose of ought to put, and be in a care under the 
ridding the country of paper-money, by} limb of a tree, would make the villain 
the means of which they are fraudulent- {give up the names of the eminent citi- 
ly robbed of theirearnings. ‘The reader, zens. In short, the plot for the destruc- 
will be astonished that working men) tion of American liberty has been car- 
should possess such perfect and profound | ried on on this side of the Auantic. I 
knowledge on a subject so intricate. I{have been informed, and I believe the 
admire the depth of knowledge, I ad-| fact, that a great American banker, who 
mire the reasoning, I admire the ability! is here, and who is closely connected 
of statement, inthis incomparable paper ;/ with, if not living with, a leviathan 
and I, above all things, admire the| money-monger, well known in America, 
resolution taken, to adopt the effectual) said, about the month of February iast, 
means of shutting out of every legisla-| speaking of the working people in Ame- 
ture, in future, every man who shall not,| rica: “‘ D—n them, they shall starve 
under his hand, certify himself to be an} “ or have bank-notes : we will pay some 
enemy of all paper-money. The Ame-/“ of them, when they are hungry, and 
rican traitors who are now in London, |“ they will shoot at the rest, and make 
at work for Nicuoias Bippve and Co.|* them submit quietly to a Govern- 
must tremble as they read this paper.) “ ment fit fora gentleman to live under.” 








~ 


The reader will observe that they call| This scoundrel is here, now ; and it sig? 
the Bank of Nicuotas Bipowe, the) nifies not to talk, punishment must be 
“ BRITISH BANK.” Ah! They sce/inflicted on this monster, a3 well as 
through the whole of the conspiracy!| others. I now insert the manifesto of 
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the working men, to which I beg to 
call the best attention of my readers. 





WORKING MAN’S MEETING. 
ORGANIZATION OF THE WORKING 
MEN OPPOSED TO PAPER- MONEY, 
( From the Working Man’s Advocate.) 


At an adjourned public meeting of 
working meu opposed to paper-money 
and banking, and to all licensed mono- 
polies, held at Military-hall, Bowery, 
New York, 15. May, 1834, Joel Curtis 
was called to the chair, George H, Evans 
and Dr. Crocheron were appointed vice- 
presidents, and William S. Conely and 
John Windt were chosen secretaries. 

The minutes of the last meeting and 
the call of this were read aud approved, 
and after some remarks from Mr. E. J. 
Webb, Mr. John Windt, from a com- 
mittee appointed at a former meeting, 
reported the following preamble and re- 
solutions : 

The cominittee appointed to prepare 
a preamble and resolutions for the con- 
sideration of the meeting respectfully 
submit the following : 

A crisis has occurred in the affairs of 
our country that demands from the usefal 
and industrious classes of the commu- 
nity, a watchfulness, union, and perse- 
verance not inferior to that which de- 
clared and sustained the independence of 
the United States, if the preservation of 
liberty and the enjoyment of the fruits 
of honest labour be objects worthy their 
regard. For nearly half a century, pa- 
per-money aristocracies, under the name 
of “* Banks,” have been, through the 
wicked and unconstitutional acts of the 
national and state governments, increas- 
ing with our growth, until they have 
now gained an almost entire control of 
the industry of the republic, by which 
the reward of labour is wrested from the 
hand that earns it, and devoured by those 
who toil not, and who even despise that 
labour and the labourer through whom 
their ill-gotten wealth is obtained. 
Never yet have those, who suffer most 
from these iniquitous establishments, 
risen in their strength to sweep them 
away, but the time has at last come 
when the field ought to be taken against 
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them, never to be relinquished, until 
paper-money shall close its fraudulent 
and polluted existence in our land : 
Therefore, 

Resolved, That it is the duty of all 
who desire the permanent freedom, 
prosperity, and happiness of our re- 
public, to unite for the purpose of abo- 
lishing gradually but completely, the 
system of money without value, or 
paper-money, which is the source and 
support of the principal evils that op- 
press not only the interests of labour, 
but every valuable interest. 

Resolved, That both the national 
and state legislatures, in chartering 
bands of speculators for making paper- 
money, and afterwards supporting and 
legalizing the spurious trash, by au- 
thorizing and permitting it to be re- 
ceived aud paid out as real money, have 
violated the constitution under which 
they legislate, as thus, in effect, it is 
made a “legal tender,” at the same 
time perpetrating a great moral wrong 
in giving it this unreal value, which has 
laid the foundation of one of the most 
extensive systems of fraud ever practised 
on any people, and leading to a com- 
plication of political, social, and moral 
evil, unparalleled from any other cause. 

Resolved, That as despicable as our 
rag-money system is in itself, it has 
completely subjugated the community 
to its despotic and ruinous sway, and is 
utterly subversive of public liberty ; the 
banks furnishing, by means of their 
notes, nearly all the circulating me- 
dium, their irresponsible directors may 
expand or contract that circulation as 
their caprice or cupidity may dictate, 
and thus raise or depress prices, and by 
the same means are able to produce far 
greater distress and ruin than has yet 
been endured; while the only check to 
this tremendous power is their own pri- 
vate interests, or what they may consi- 
der as such! ! 

Resolved, That we need no other 
proof of the dreadfully pernicious 
effects of banking and paper-money 
than a survey of the siate of the repub- 
lic at the present time, when, in the 
midst of profound peace and a super- 
abundance of the necessaries of life, 
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great pecuniary distress and stagnation 
of business exist, with frequent bauk- 
ruptcies, the remote and immediate con- 
sequences of banking operations. 

Resolved, That the usual excuses for 
the existence of paper-money, as “‘ fur- 
nishing capital,” ‘‘ commercial facili- 
ties,” &c., are specious sophisms and 
founded not in truth, and tending only 
to deceive the producer and betray the 
mercantile man, being mere facilities 
for seizing the fruits of labour without 
giving an equivalent. 

Resolved, That we consider the pre- 
sent mode of extensive business credit 
(the legitimate offspring of our banking 
and false money system) highly injurious, 
and productive of far more evil than 
advantage to the reputable merchant 
and trader; for, by it, they are sub- 
jected to long credits and uncertain re- 
ceipts from customers, while bound to 
banks by short credits and liable to un- 
certain ‘* accommodations"; the least 
“* pressure ” prostrating hundreds; but 
under the cash business gold and sil- 
ver would produce, they would trans- 
act a safe bu-iness with a fair profit, 
unenslaved by bank directors, and ua- 
hampered by protests, &c. 

Resolved, That we view the “ safety- 
fund law "as perfectly in character with 
the banking and paper-money system, 
being a miserable deception, which 
when most needed will be of least ser- 
vice. 

Resolved, That the contemplated 
mortgage of the industry and property 
of this state, by the six- million-loan law, 
in the principle it involves, and the ex- 
ample it sets, is one of the most atroci- 
ous legislative acts ever passed in the 
state; and taken in all its parts, and 
under all its circumstances, it will itself 
sufficiently demonstrate to the mind of 
every intelligent and reflecting citizen 
the absurb and injurious character of 
the wretched paper-money tyranny to 
which the commonwealth is at present 
chained. 

Resolved, That every legislator voting 
in favour of bestowing exclusive privi- 
leges, or monopolizing advantages to 
any individual or individuals, is a prac- 
tical enemy to the free institutions of 





our country, and the equal rights in- 
tended to be secured by the constitution 
to all, 

Resolved, That we earnestly invite 
the farmers, mechanics, and other work- 
ing men and merchants, in every state 
of the union, to unite their exertions in 
putting down the system of counterfeit 


}money, which, though finally injurious 


to every class, is peculiarly so to them 
at all times. 

The preamble and resolutions having 
been read by Mr. Windt, were again 
read by the chairman; the question 
was taken on each separately, and all 
were unanimously adopted except the 
one relating to the state loan, for which, 
after some discussion, the following 
substitute, offered by Mr. Webb, was 
adopted by a large imajority : 

Resolved, That, under existing cir- 
cumstances, the mortgage loan was 
needful to the state institutions, in order 
to paralyze the intended attack medi- 
tated by the British Bank. We, there- 
fore, refrain from complaint. Still, we 
believe the act so direfully needed, a 
gross, flagrant, unconstitutional abuse 
of power; an act in turpitude like that 
of a gambler in desperate circumstances, 
who blows out his brains rather than see 
his ruined family. 

On motion, the safety-fund resolution 
was then reconsidered, and discussed at 
some length, but the resolution was 
sustained. 

Mr. William Froment offered the 
following resolution, which was adopt- 
ed : 

Resolved, That we do not believe, 
with the advocates of banks, that they 
are beneficial to poor enterprising men, 
for the rich get so large a portion of the 
paper-money, as enables them to mo- 
nopolize almost every kind of busi- 
ness, and thus live on the labour of the 
poor. 

A plan for the organization of the 
working men opposed to paper-money 
and to all licensed monopolies, on the 
principle of requiring a pledge from 
candidates for the state and legislatures, 
that they will, if elected, oppose the 
chartering of any monopolies, and en- 
deavour to procure the passage of a law 





ey TF =. 








» 
q 


91 
abolishing bank-notes of a less denomi- 
nation than twenty dollars within five 
years, was offered and adopted. 


PLAN OF ORGANIZATION 
OF THE WORKING MEN OF THE CITY 
AND CUUNTY OF NEW YORK. 
1. There shall be ward associations. 
2. There shall be a general commit- 
tee, composed of two delegajes from 
each ward association. 
3. The general committee shall be 


empowered to call general meetings of 


the associations ; to require the ward 
associations to nominate candidates for 
public office; to take cognizance of the 
business of general meetings and elec- 
tions ; and to perform such other duties 
as may be required of them by their as- 
sociations. Meetings of the committee 
shall be called by its chairman and se- 
cretary. The necessary funds shall be 
a by the associations. 

. It shall be in the power of each 
war - association, at all times, to change 
its eg, ere to the committee. 

Until a district system is obtained, 
etch ward shall be required to nominate 
its candidate for county, state, and 
United States officers, and to publish 
the nominations at least three times in 
a daily newspaper; and out of the 
number of nominations thus published, 
who will subscribe to the pledge given 
below, the proper number shall be se- 
lected by ballot, at a ~eneral meeting 
of the associations. 

G. At the first regular meeting of 
each ward association, after the vreneral 
committee shall require the associations 
to make nominations for county, state, 
and United States officers, candidates 
for each office may be proposed, and at 
an adjourned or regular meeting, at 
least three days afterwards the members 
present shall ballot for one candidate 
for each office, from the number so 
proposed, Candidates for charter 
officers shall be proposed and nomi- 
nated in the same manner, 

7. In case there shall not be 


a suffi- 


cient number of candidates nominated 
for any office by the ward associations, 
the general meeting of the associations 
shall supply the deficiency. 
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8. The following shall be the form 
of the constitution of the ward.associa- 
tions. 


CONSTITUTION 


OF THE —— WARD WORKING MEN’S 
ASSOCIATION, 


PREAMBLE. 


Believing as we do that the only legi- 
timate object of legislation is the de- 
fence of the lives, liberties, and equal 
individual rights of the governed, and 
that all legislation beyond this is mis- 
chievous. ‘That paper-money, charter- 
ed companies, exclusive auctions, and 
every other invention by which wealth 
is favoured at the expense of poverty 
and intriguing speculation at the ex- 
pense of the people, are pernicious. 
That our present complicated, perplex- 
ing, and tedious system of civil law, is 
partial and unjust in its operations. 
That imprisonment for debt, or the de- 
privation of personal liberty without 
crime, or of life for any crime what- 
ever, is cruel and barbarous in the one 
case, and uncalled for by the exigencies 
of the community in the other. That 
the present compulsory militia system, 
whilst it encourages immorality and 
oppresses the poor, is productive ‘of no 
one good effect. That unequal taxation 
by which the poor man is compelled to 
payas muchas therich, whilst certain de- 
scriptions of proprietary, to an enormous 
amount, are totally exempted, is oppres- 
sive and unjust. That every act of le- 
gislation on religion, is dangeroug to 
the liberties of the republic ; and that a 
system of equal republican education, 4 
system which shall place equal facili- 
ties for the intellectual and useful train- 

of their offspring within the reach 
of all, is imperiously called for, We 
whose names are hereunto subscribed, 
with a view to effect, by the more ge- 
neral diffusion of our principles, a 
peaceful and constitutional correction 
of existing abuses, and to promote, to 
the utmost in our power, the mo- 
mentous object of educational reform, 
as well as the more immediate purpose 
of the moral cultivation and improve- 
ment of ourselves, do associate and 
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_ agree to adopt for our government the | any pecuniary interest, direct or indirect, 
following in any banking or other chartered 
CONSTITUTION. company ; that, if elected, I will oppose 
un pat the recharter of any such company, or 
Art. I. This association shall be known the charter of any new one ; and that I 
by the name of * The Ward Work- | will use the utmost of my endeavours 
ing Man s Political Association.” to procure the passage of a law prohibit- 
Art. IL. The officers of this associa- ing the circulation of bank-notes of the 
tion shall be a president, a vice-pre-|<ienomination of one dollar, in [this 
sident, a recording secretary, a cor- | state or district of Columbia] at the end 
responding secretary,-and a treasurer. | of six months, two-dollar notes at the 
Art. IIl. Two delegates to a general | end of twelve months, three-dollar notes 
committee shall be chosen. jat the end of eighteen months, five-dol- 
Art IV. Any person may become ajar notes at the end of two years, and 
inember of this association, a majority | ten-dollar notes at the end of three years 
concurring on a vote by ballot, on sigu-' from the passage thereof, or sooner. 
‘ing the constitution and peying one 
shilling or more as an initiation fee. mui : i a an ere 
Art. V. Regular meetings of the asso-| POOR-LAW BILI 
ciation shall be held on the first Monday rs 
evening of each month. Special meet-| I wisu to direct the reader's attention 


ings may be called by the president, or | to the following extract from the Poor- 
by ten members. Law Commissioners’ report, made from 


Art. VI. The funds of this association} Scotland. The reader will see, that the 
shall. consist of initiation fees of one|real object at bottom is, to do away 
shilling or more for each member, | With all assessments for the relief of the 
monthly collections of one shilling from | poor in Scotland as well as in England, 
each member, and donations ; which and to bring them all tu the condition 
shall be appropriated for necessary ex- of Ireland. He will also see how 
penses, and for advancing the objects widely the witnesses differ from the 
of the association. commissioners in their account of the 

Art. VIJ. Members may be dismissed | effect of the management of the Scotch. 


from the association by the vote of a i's 
majority of members present at a regular 
meeting. >yp nS 
Art. VIII. Discussions on subjects of | -incR ae} hie U4 ’ 
religious or irreligious character shall be| From the Poor-Law Commissioners 
prohibited in this association. Reports. Appendix A, Part IL 
Art. IX. This constitution shall not; ‘The assistant commissioners who 
be altered or amended but by the vote of | were appointed to inquire into the ope- 
a majority of the members present at a! ration of the poor-laws in Scotland, in 
general meeting of the association, | addition to their separate reports, beg to 
notice of the alteration or amendment |imake some joint observations on one 
having been given at a previous general! important topic. These will be rather 
meeting. in the nature of a general deduction 
PLEDGE from the evidence they have collected, 
than the addition of new facts, and 
FOR CANDIDATES FOR THE STATE! hence the writers may be charged. with 
AND NATIONAL LEGISLATURES. stepping out of their proper province 


I, the subscriber, being proposed as/and trespassing on the duties of the 
a candidate for [the State Legislature or| central board. But they are induced to 
Congress} do hereby certify, that 1 have} take this course, as Scotland, not hav- 
not now, and rixper myself that I willjing been included in the commission 














not during my term of office, shouldel be| issued by his Majesty’s Government, the 
elected, nor for one year thereafter, have | circulars of queries were not transmitted 
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to any part of that kingdom, and conse- 
quently the assistant commissioners 
who were sent there, are in. possession 
of the only evidence that was furnished 
by that portion of the empire. 

The point to which these observa- 
tions are intended to be directed, is the 
all-importaut one of the policy of having 
any poor-law at all; whether there are 
any sufficient reasons why a statute 
should exist enforcing any public pro- 
vision for the poor. 

For deciding this question, Scotland 
offers facilities which are not to be met 
with in any other part of the United 
Kingdom. In England and Wales no 
parish is without poor-laws; in Ireland 
no parish is with them; in Scotland the 
two systems are co-existent. Whole 
counties are to be met with, where the 
poor-laws have never been enforced, 
and others in precisely the same natural 
circumstances, where they have existed 
for a century. Again, parishes with 

or-laws are to be met with in the 
middle of districts which have none; 
and conversely, parishes which have 
none, surrounded by places where they 
are in full operation. Many parishes 
which have never been assessed, have 
lately introduced the poor-laws, and the 
good or ill effects of the change may be 
accurately traced ; while, on the other 
hand, some places offer the converse 
example of the abolition of their poor- 
laws, having been previously subjected 
tothem. All these different conditions 
obviously present opportunities of judg- 
ing of the two systems, which are not 
and cannot be paralleled in any other 
part of the kingdom. 

But there are other peculiarities be- 
Jonging to Scotland, which still further 
assist our investigations into this point. 
It is always maintained by those who 
are favourable to the principle of a 
compulsory provision for the poor, that 
the evils of the English poor-laws are 
Owing to the abuses in their adminis- 
tration. Scotland affords a test of the 


truth of this opinion. Here the English 
abuses are wholly unknown ; the differ- 
ence in the enactments which enforce the 
rate and regulate its issue, set barriers 
to their introduction ; and the arguers ) 





for poor-laws are doubtless in the right, 
when they assert, that the Scottish 
system is the very perfection of a poor- 
law, atleast as near as human institu- 
tions can go. If then it can be shown, 
that in spite of these advantages, 
wherever poor-laws have been intro- 
duced, evil has resulted, it will go far to 
prove that the sound policy is to aim at 
their entire abolition. 

Now nearly all the evidence which 
the assistant commissioners have been 
able to collect from personal inspection, 
or from hearsay, from statistical facts, 
or from the opinions of persons conver- 
sant with their operation, goes to prove 
that the priociple of poor-laws is inju- 
rious ; that the very basis on which all 
poor-laws must be founded, the giving 
to the distressed a right to relief, is es- 
sentially productive of evil. Benevo- 
lence is the usual ground on which they 
are defended ; and the English statute, 
which says that no one shall die of 
hunger, is constantly held up as the 
model of fumane and enlightened legis- 
lation, Any one who holds a contrary 
opinion is instantly assailed with the 
question, ** Would you allow a poor 
person to die of hunger?” The answer 
to this is, that in a well-regulated com- 
munity the fear is wholly groundless. 
In those parts of Scotland where the 
poor-laws are unknown, no instance of 
a person perishing for want of relief 
exists on record; on the contrary, these 
are just the places in which destitution 
is most infrequent ; and furthermore it 
can be shown that this absence of desti- 
tution is owing to the absence of poor- 
laws. So far, indeed, are we from al- 
lowing that these laws deserve the 
epithets ‘* humane and enlightened,” 
itis our firm impression that, however 
benevolent in design, they present 
glaring examples of inhuman and mis- 
directed legislation. 

The most infallible method of in- 
creasing the number of poor ina parish 
is to assess it, us will be seen by refer- 
ring to those parishes mentioned in the 
preceding reports, where assessments 
exist, from which it will appear that the 
nutmber of poor in the receipt of regular 
relief is twice as great in the 
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places as in the unassessed ones. An 
equally efficacious mode of diminishing 
poverty in a parish, is to return to the 
ancient system; unhappily, few in- 
stances of such areturn can be pointed 
out, but the examples of St. John’s and 
Dirleton afford incoutestable proof of the 
success with which the retracing process 
may be conducted. 

The effect which assessments have in 
repressing charitable feelings amongst 
the poor is very striking ; even Ireland 
offers an aspect comparatively favour- 
ablein this view. Dr. Doyle, in his Irish 
evidence, declares, that if he were to 
speak till the sun went down, he could 
not convey a just picture of the benevo= 
lence prevailing in the minds and hearts 
of the lowest classes in that country. 
Those who are acquainted with the 
southern counties of England, must be 
aware that this description is wholly un- 
true of them; itis partially true of the 
assessed parts of Scotland, and entirely 
true of the unassessed. 

The increased poverty which accom- 
panies an aszessment is partially relieved 
by it, as the sums given to the poor 
where arate is levied, are usually six or 
seven times as much as are distributed 
among an equal population without 
rates; but it must necessarily leave a 
large circle of misery unalleviated, of 
misery which itself has created, and 
which: it would be too small to alleviate 
were the amount levied increased so as 
to absorb the whole land rental. But 
the immorality which an assessment en- 
genders is its most mournful result, an 
evil which it tends continually to enlarge, 
and to which it is incompetent to apply 
an iota of remedy. Its progress is mark- 
ed by an evident relaxation of industry, 
by anincrease of bastardy, by the for- 
saking of aged parents by their children, 
and by a gradual decay of the spirit of 
independence and forethought. ‘That 
these are the never-failing effects of as- 
sessments is the opinion of nine-tenths of 
those who administer the puor-laws in 
Seotland, of persons who have managed 
parishes under both systems, and who 
consequently have had every opportu- 
nity of investigating their respective 
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merits. ‘To some of these persons we 
ber to refer. 

The opinion of Dr. Chalmers is too 
well known to require repetition; we 
shall only then remark on the injustice 
that is done him, when he is accused (as 
he usually is by his opponents) of being 
amere theoretical philosopher, issuing 
his dicta from his closet; whereas he 
passed many years of his life in a retired 
country parish, and also in the largest 
city in Scotland; in both places he ap- 
plied his views to practice, and the suc 
cess which then followed them has 
continued to attend them since his su- 
perintendence has beea withdrawn. We 
may also mention as authority the Rev. 
Mr. M‘Clellan, the minister of Kelton, 
Dr. Duncan, of Ruthwell, the Rev. Mr. 
Monteith, of Dalkeith, Lord Napier, of 
Etterick ; the two first residing in pa- 
rishes which have never been assessed, 
and the twu latter being at this mo- 
ment employed in bringing back their 
respective parishes to the condition of 
the ancient Scotch economy, from 
which assessments had degraded them, 
and with every prospect, we may say the 
certainty, of success. 

The evils which spring from poor- 
rates are not peculiar to them, and may 
flow from many other causes, the va- 
riety of which serve to complicate and 
perplex the question. Almshouses, soup 
and clothing societies may be more 
truly described as encouragers of pau- 
perism than as relievers of want; and 
we may mention that the celebrated 
Heriot’s hospital is now considered by 
many persons in Edinburgh, who have 
long paid a close attention to its effects, 
to have been productive of greater evil 
than good. All the evils of a poor-rate 
have been created in the parish of 
Caerlaverock by the fatal gift of Dr. 
Hutton ; and the opinion seems general 
among the administrators of the poor- 
laws in Scotland, that mortified money 
is injurious to those parishes which 
possess it. The same effects may fol- 
low from the want of education, from 
inal-administration of the laws and po- 
litical commotion, In 169%, Scotland, 
which had then not?a single parish as- 
sessed, was as remarkable for poverty, 
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for murder and misery, -as Ireland is 
now ; it: is, in evidence that njneteen 
years: of .pegeg, and, the education bill,} 
placed it in that lifgh Moral: conditién 
for which it has eversince been disGn} 
guished. We would not_be understood 
as recommending the immedjatejaboli- 
tion of the English~ poor-laws ™We ‘are | 
simply desirous of stating the conclusion | 
to which we have been led by the pre- 
ceding” evidence, that all goor-laws are 
in their essence impolitic and uncalled | 
for, and that consequently their final 
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on their own conduct, and that nobody 
ean do so much for them as they can do 
for themselves. It would be desirable 
that parochial relief were to be restricted 
to the support*of the sick and the aged 
“only, for the great abuse’of the.poor-laws 
in England seems to have. arisen from 
relieving able-bodied labourers, by in- 
creasing their wages out of the poor- 
rates; whereas they should have been 
left to depend on their own resources, 
and to make up for low wages by"%réater 
industry and by practising a more rigid 





abolition ought to be the ultimate object }a@@Hnomy ; early habits of prudence-and 
of any changes that, may be made; an fyoung would thus be formed by their 


object, hafvever, that Tt it not suppased 
can be httained without being pre- 
ceded y years of careful preparation 
for it. | 
E. CARLETON TUFNELL. 
P. PF. JOHNSTON, 
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An Account of the State of Pauperism 
and the Remedies proposed in the 
Stewartry of Kireudbright, commu- 
nicated to Mr. Johnston by Mr. 
Brown, an intelligent and active gen- 
tleman at Gatehouse of Ficet. 

There is a singularity in the case of 
pauperism that the very means em- 
ployed to relieve it, unless prudently 
and judiciously managed, bave a ten- 
dency to increase the evil they are in- 
tended to prevent, and thus frequently 
do more harm than good, 

The more that is done for the poor 
the less will they feel inclined to do for 
themselves, and therefore they should 


‘young families, and a foundation laid 
for future comfort and independence. 
Karly marriages, to which parochial re- 
lief has given rise, have greatly tended 
t6 the increase of poverty. Education 
would help to counteract this evil, as it 
would inspire them with a taste for 
comforts and with a spirit of independ- 
ence, and with an ambition ‘to better 
their circumstances and to endeavour to 
rise in the world, which are the great 
forces that set all industry in motion, 
and make life so busy a scene. As the 
taste and intelligence of the labouring 
classes improved their wants would in- 
crease, and a proportional increase of 
industry-would be called forth to supply 
‘these wants; and when they saw that 
they must depend entirely on their own 
exertions for the enjoyment of com- 
forts, habits of prudence and a desire 
for accumulation would be formed, to 
enable them to provide for a rainy day. 

I’m sorry to observe that there has 





be thrown as much as possible upon 


lately been a considerable increase of 


their own resources; it is only when} pauperism all over Scotland, and parti- 
their energies are roused by necessity! cularly in Galloway, owing I think 


that habits of indolence to which they 
naturally gravitate can be overcome, and 
that their ingenuity can be set to work, 
to find employment for themselves.. 
Necessity, in this as in many other cases, 
becomes the mother of invention, and 
calls into action new powers and re- 
sources which they probably were not 
before aware of or conscious that they 
possessed. The poor would thus be 
taught to perceive that the chief causes 
of poverty and also the means of pre- 
venting it depend, in a great measure, 


chiefly to the great influx of Irish la- 
bourers, who, from their being content 
to live in huts, to feed on potatoes, to 
be clothed in rags, and to have their 
wives and children occasionally beg- 
ging, are enabled to-underbid or under- 
work the Scotch labourers, who are 
thus compelled either to leave the coun 
try or to descend into the same level 
and adopt the same habits, in order to 
be able to come into a fair competition, 
with them. The Seotch labourers have 
lost all that proper pride and spirit of 
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independence which they formerly pos- 
sessed, and consider it as no diSparage- 
ment to be put on the poor’s roll: this 
degradation lessens their selfzesteem, 
and has a most demoralizing effect on 
their character ; they feel that they have 
to a certain degree lost theirs former 
station in society, and become" more 
reckless in their conduct and more care- 
less in observing the decencies bn en- 
joying the comforts of life. Thay have 
also lost much of that anxiety for the 
future, which led them to provide for 
sickness or old age, and much of that 
caution and prudence in their cenduct 
for which they were formerly -so pro- 
verbial. 

A modified and well-regulated system 
of poor-laws in Ireland would (what- 
ever might be its effects there) be of 
verv great advantage to the labourers 
of this country, whose condition would 
soon be greatly improved, and who 
would no doubt soon again acquire all 
their former prudential habits and spirit 
of independence. This would also “be 
an adyantage to Scottish ietors, 
for if Irish competition continues, they 
will soon have to pay much/ More in 
poor-rates than the amount offany addi- 
tional increase of wages that would 
urise from the want of such compéti- 
tion. 

Another cause of poverty is the habit 
of drinking ardent spirits, now become 
so general among the labouring classes ; 
its effects are most pernicious, not only 
from injuring their health and paralyzing 
their industry, but in depraving their 
character, and rendering them insensi- 
ble to all respect for public opinion or 
regard for decency of conduct. 

The high duties on malt which have 
prevented home brewing of beer, and 


the great number of tippling houses 
now.allowed, have been the chief causes 


of this unfortunate change in the habits 
of the people. If the malt-tax were to 


be greatly reduced and farmers and 
others again allowed to brew their own 
beer, F. have no doubt that the habits of 
the people would soou return to what 
they were in the good old times. ‘This 
subject is worthy the attention of the 
legislature, for taxes should be imposed 











if possible in such a way as neither to 
fetter the industry nor injure the moral 
habits of the people. Excessive taxa- 
tion however has a demoralizing effect, 
especially among the lower orders, as it 
increases poverty with all its train of 
evils. ‘The support of illegitimate chil- 
dren is often a burden on the kirk-ses- 
sion funds, and the parents often escape 
on account of the expense that would 
be incurred in a prosecution to compel 
them to provide for their offspring. 

I have stated some of the chief causes 
of pauperis, and I am confident that 
unless some measures are taken to pre- 
vent the constant influx of Irish labour- 
ers, poor-rates will soon be imposed all 
over this country. The parish of Girthon 
contains about 1,700 inhabitants, 1,300 
of whom reside in the burgh and the 
remainder in the country part of the 
parish. 

Gatehouse cotton mills having been 
stopped several years ago, the houses 
formerly occupied by the spinners are 
now inhabited by Irish vagrants, who 
pay their house rents weekly, and they, 
in case of sickness or want of work, 
soon comi@ upon the poor's roll: when 
any.of them leave the place their houses 
are immediately occupied by other va- 
grants, who contrive to subsist often by 
pillage, begging, poaching, &c. ‘The 
whole of one of the streets of Gatehouse 
is inhabited by such characters, which 
is a great nuisance to the place, besides 
being a burden to the poor funds, and 
a great loss to the proprietor, who suf- 
fers from poaching and the pillaging of 
his plantations, &c. probably more than 
a hundred pounds yearly. If a law 
could be made to compel the feuars or 
proprietors of houses to support such 
of their tenants as became paupers, the 
evil would be cvmpletely checked, for 
there are not more than two or three 
paupers that belong to the country part 
of the parish; the paupers in the town 
being all, or nearly all, Irish. If the 
time of industrial residence in a parish 
were extended to seven instead of three 
years, it would tend to lessen the claims 
on the poor funds and excite more in- 
dustry and economy among the labour- 
ing classes. It is to be hoped that the 
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legislature, from the information they 
will acquire, will be able to devise some 
means for checking the increase of pau- 
perism in this country. 1 ought to apo- 
logize for the length of this letter, as I 
feel ashamed, when I consider that the 
gentleman to whom it is addressed pos- 
sesses infinitely more knowledge of the 
subject than his present correspondent 
can pretend to. I shall be happy to 
forward the other circulars as soon as I 
receive them, and to answer any farther 
queries which you may find it necessary 
to make on the subject in relation to 
this part of the country. 





A Communication from the Rev. Mr. 
Colin Smith, of Inverary, to Mr. 
Johuston, relative to the Management 
of the Poor in Arguyleshire. 

The first question to be determined 
is, Who are the poor? Those whom we 
acknowledge as entitled to parochial 
relief are, first, such individuals as are 
totally incapacitated by age or sickness 
to earn their own subsistence, and who 
have neither children nor relatives to 
assist them, or whose children or reia- 
tives are only able to afford a partial 
relief. This class does not arise at once 
in any parish. ‘They are the most ne- 
cessitous, and they are generally per- 
sons who have been long upon the list 
of paupers, and have grown old or sick ; 
sometimes indeed sickness. or the death 
of a dutiful child, casts the feeble and 
the aged at once upon the parish; but 
it may be considered that for the most 
part they are the individuals who pre- 
viously composed the second class of 
paupers, which is formed by such 
persons as have so much health and 
strength remaining as to provide a par- 


tial subsistence, but who are unfit for 
any general service. Lhis Class con- 


sists generally of women from the age 
of forty-eight to sixty, and it is seldom 
that a man is admitted into it, or even 
lays claim to admission. Ill health or 
some accidental injury does, however, 
sometimes constrain even men to rank 
themselves among paupers of this class. 
The reasons why women crowd this 
class are, that sometimes ill health unfits 
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them for labour, and sometimes they 
become unqualified for general service 
in families about the age of forty-four 
or forty-six. Few will hire them after 
this age. Fora year or two they con- 
trive to support themselves by their 
savings during the past seasons, and by 
labouring in barking wood in summer, or 
cutting corn and winnowing hay in har- 
vest. When the few pounds they have 
saved are spent, nothing remains but 
the occasional labour in summer or har- 
vest, and the deficiency must be made 
up by private or public charity. Young 
widows are often placed in similar cir- 
cumstances, and maimed men. 

The third class is formed of persons 
who are reduced by peculiar circum- 
stances to temporary distress, and who 
burden the parish for a short time only, 
i. e. while their distress continues. 

The fourth class is composed of the 
children of paupers, and of delinquents 
who fly the parish, leaving their unpro- 
tected offspring behind, and of lunatics 
who have no relatives able to support 
them without assistance. 

There is a fifth class of paupers, who 
belong sometimes to no particular pa- 
rish, or who are travelling to their native 
parish, and who require assistance to 
defray the expense of lodgings and vic- 
tuals on the road. 

As to the mode of ascertaining who 
ought to be included in any of the above 
classes of paupers, or in what class any 
individual ought to be placed, there is 
often much difficulty, because, as the 
circumstances of the pauper must detet- 
mine the measure of relief given him, 
the third class often endeavour to pro~ 
long their apparent distress by finding 
unlaboured-for money sweet; the se- 
cond class are sometimes disappointed 
in procuring service, or disqualified by 
peculiac circumstances from accepting 
it; sometimes they are deterred by in- 
dolence from doing any thing for their 
own support, and too often induced by 
indiscretion to squander the sums they 
have earned. Sometimes also indivi- 


duals in each class have relatives or 
children whose circumstances make it 
questionable how far the burden of the 
former should be sustained by the puab- 
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lic, and occasionally modesty and a love 
of honest independence make it difficult 
to discover the destitute or starving 
situation of persons who ought to have 
support. In order to ascertain the true 
claims of each, as well as to discover 
cases in which charity ought to be exer- 
cised, this and the generality of parishes 
in this country are divided into districts. 
Each district in the country portion of 
this parish consists of from twelve to 
twenty families, and.in the burgh of 
from twenty to thirty families, and over 
each there is a deacon or elder (both 
being church officers) placed, whose 
duty it is to know the pecuniary circum- 
stances as well as the moral habits of 
each individual intrusted to his care, 
These elders and deacons are almost 
always men of tried benevolence, whose 
religious opinions and moral conduct 
give an assurance of their interest in the 
general welfare, and no sooner does any 
case of distress occur in their bounds 
than it is made known to them, and 
they in their turn make it known to the 
kirk session. 

Each elder and deacon have a strong 
disposition to procure as much relief as 
possible for their own district, he dis- 
tress in’ which they gee with a micro- 
scopic eye; but in order to prevent any 
undue relief or partiality to any parti- 
cular district, there are sometimes in 
the session gentlemen who know the 
state of the whole parish, and are able 
to check any unfair representation which 
may be made of the situation of an in- 
dividual, and who, along with the 
minister, weigh all the cases impar- 
tially. In this parish I have considered 
it my duty to make myeelf acquainted 
with the circumstances of every man 
who is a pauper or likely to become one, 
to know the number of his family and 
their situation in life, his relatives, or 
anyother friends upon whom he may 
_ have claims for ,selief; and I believe 


that in almost every instance I have 
been enabled to adjudge the sums 
granted proportionably to the exigen- 
cies of the paupers. 

When a person requires relief, he ap- 
plies first to the deacon or elder of his 
district, then by petition to the session, 





who receive more minute accounts of 
his situation from the said deacon or 
elder, and appoint one or more other 
deacons to examine into the situation of 
the person making application, and to 
report accordingly. 

When a person is discovered to be in 
want, who from any motives concealed 
it, the deacon or elder of the district in- 
forms the session, and relief is given to 
him, in a manner which may destroy as 
possible his love of independence ; of 
course the deacons and elders have no 
pay; they are gratuitous labourers, 
rewarded only by the good they do. 

The second matter of importance is, 
What are the funds from which the poor 
are supplied ? 

In this and many other parishes in the 
county there is a fund, arising from 
money mortified by some benevolent in- 
dividuals for the poor: these sums are 
generally very trifling, compared with 
those required, In the parish of Gle- 
nurchy there is 160/.; in Kilchlenan, 
64/.; in Kilbrandon, 65l. ; ; in Kilbride, 
40l.; in Kilmore, 32/.; in Kilfinan, 
102. ; in South Knapdale, 20/1. ; in this 
parish about 2502. ‘The interest only 
goes to the poor. 

The second source from which the 
poor are supplied is from the collection 
at the churech-door. This varies ex. 
ceedingly, according to circumstances ; 
such as the residence or non-residence 
of heritors, or other wealthy individuals, 
the influx of travellers, the popularity of 
the minister, and the character of the 
inhabitants. 

In several parishes where the number 
of poor may be 30, and the population 


1,120, the whole annual collection may 
not amount to more than 124 You 


will see numerous examples of this kind 
in Sinclair's Statistical Account, as under 
the head of Kilchrenan, Kilmodun, Kil- 
merton, Kilminan, Saddle, &e. In this 
parish, the population is about 2,150, 
the poor on the roll 55, the annual col- 
lection at the church-door from 547. to 
601, and when the family of Argyl! used 
to pass part of the season here, the an- 
nual collections amounted to from 90. 
to 100/. 

The third source is fines imposed on 
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fornicators and other delinquents, dues 


_ paid by those who are married with 
. fewer than three proclamations of banns 


on three several Sundays, dues paid by 
those who use the mortcloth in inter- 
ring their dead, and occasional collec- 
tions from the sick and from travellers. 
The amount of all these, in many pa- 


. Fishes, may not amount to 4/.; in this 


they may average at about 121. 

The fourth source is a donation of 
20/, annually, from the Duke of Argyll, 
to the poor of the parish of Inverary. 
This mode of increasing the poor fund 
is not uncommon, where the heritor is 
wealthy and also non-resident. I could, 
if necessary, state, upon the authority of 
the minister, the names of parishes 
where the laws for enforcing relief are 
not put in execution, and where the 
heritors give not a penny, however 
claimant the cases of distress may be. 
I need not say that such conduct is 
most vexatious to those who bestow 
their time and their means for the sup- 
port of fellow-beings, who are too 
often, it is to be feared, ruined by the 
exactions of these same landlords, com- 
bined with their own folly in offering or 
promising more for their possessions 
than they know them to be worth. It 


is conduct also which is very impolitic, 


as it tends to constrain kirk sessions to 
put the poor-laws in force ; a resource 
which would be ruinous to industry and 
independence, but which has been often 
represented to meas the only one left 
to kirk sessions. 

The third consideration is the amount 
of relief given to the poor. Generally, 
they who receive parish support have 
free-houses, though this is neither al- 
ways nor necessarily the case. In this 
burgh there are several houses allotted 
for the poor by the Duke of Argyll, but 
the number is so great, that these 
houses do not accommodate more than a 
third of those who receive support. 
Many have pensions froin his Grace of 
Q/., 3l., 41., or 5/., according to their 
circumstances, and some even more 
than this ; of course these pensions pay 
the rent, and render the sum necessary 
for supporting them smaller. 

In the landward part of the parish 
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several of the paupers have,also small 
pensions, and their houses are either 
free or rented from one of the tenants 
for a few shillings. The poor in the 
country have also potato ground for as 
much manure as they please; and this 
is Freely given by the tenant, as an ac- 
companiment of the cottage. 

The first question to be resolved in 
determining the amount. of relief, is 
whether the claimant be in the burgh or 
landward part of the parish? Ifin the 
burgh, rather more is allowed. To an 
insane female in the burgh, who has a 
pension of a few pounds from his 
Grace, we give from the session 1s. 9d. 
per week, Before she got her pension 
she had 2s. 6d. per week: but as she 
had agrandson in the house, who was 
also unable to gain subsistence, and re- 
quired her daughter to be in constant 
attendance, her relatives complained 
that it was too little. We again found 
it too much, as the woman required to 
be always kept in-bed. Her case was 
represented to the Duke, and the pen- 
sion given satisfied her in part, and in 
part relieved us. 

Te infirm people of class Ist, we 
give fram Gd. to, is. 6d. per week. To 
those of "class Qnd we distribute our 
collections quarterly, or once inthe three 
months, giving them in the summer 
quarter, when they have work, about 
Qs. 6d.. and from that to 6s. per quar- 
ter;-and in winter and spring about 
4s. G6d., or from that to 9s., as we can 
afford. Childrenthat we board out are 
paid for to cottagers.or small farmers in 
the neighbourhood, where they may get 
milk and exercise, at the rate of 5/. per 
annum. Class 3rd get according to their 
need, and class the fifth, 6d. or Ls., or 
what may bring them to the neighbour- 
ing parish, ‘These may be taken as !n- 
stances of the measure of relief given 
by us, but it is not always.so much. 
There is an insane young, map, In the 
landward part of the parish, who,1s con- 
fined with a straitjacket almost always ; 
we give him only Is. per week. This 
satisfied his poor parents, who are ré- 
duced farmers, for several years, for they 
knew that we had it not to give; bat [ 
may mention, as one of the casaglgies 
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which often perplex us, that this day I 
attended the corpse of the young man’s 
father to the grave, and that when the 
procession lett the house, the aged 
widow, unable any longer to manage 
her son, though tied in the bed, was 
constrained to ask the assistance of two 
of those men who had come to the fu- 
neral. In sucha case, if we could not 
depend on the generosity of the Duke, 
we should have no resource left but to 
cess the parish. As our former aliow- 
ance to this man is now altogether in- 
adequate, I must add that the parents 
whose name is Turner, though reduced 
farmers, and natives of this parish, 
were not ruined on the lands of the 
Duke, who only sheltered their poverty, 
but on the lands of Lord Breadalbane, 
who, when they were left pennyless, al- 
lowed them to depart in peace. The 
sums given by us are small. You will 
be astonished to hear that a penny a day 
is perhaps as much as many of the poor 
women in this parish may have. In 
this, too, they are comparatively well 
provided for; yet if you would propose 
to increase their allowance, the question 
occurs, how. is this to be done ? 

To put the poor-laws in force I con- 
sider a ruinous measure ; for I have suf- 
ficient experience to assure me, that, as 
it is true in mercantile commodities that 
the supply is regulated by the demand, 
so that in the inverse proposition is true 
in every provision for the poor; viz. 
that the demand is regulated by the 
supply. The pauper who deems him- 
self comfortable with Ls. a week, along 
with what he procures from private 
charity, would not be satisfied with five 
if our funds were increased fivefold ; 
nor would the individual who lives 
cheerfully upon potatoes and milk, with 
perhaps porridge once a week, which 
he earns with the sweat of his brow, for 
himself and family, trouble his body and 
harass his mind, if a craving application 
to the heritors and kirk session, en- 
forced by a threat of complaint to the 
supreme civil court if not aided, were 
sufficient to procure a more luxurious 
fare. I know mary poor.in my own 
and other parishes, and though there are 


some poor who have been reduced by 








great misfortunes to that state, still for 
every one that misfortune reduces, in- 
temperance reduces ten, improvidence 
fifteen, and indolence fifteen more. 
The poor- laws only provide for the evil 
when it has occurred ; they court its oc- 
currence again, but they apply no re- 
medy ; they use no method to root out 
the disease ; they do nothing but harden 
the hearts of the rich when brought 
into operation, and stimulate the folly 
of the poor. One good effect, indeed, 
the poor-laws in Scotland have while 
they are not put in force, and it is this, 
by putting the poor man ina condition 
to crave relief as his right, they tend to 
make the wealthy anxious to discourage 
vice, and to preserve those beneath 
them from being reduced to the neces- 
sity of demanding compulsory relief. 
They also prevent absolute and total 
neglect, which would undoubtedly be 
their lot, if no provision were made for 
them, a truth which I might adduce 
facts to prove, notwithstanding the state 
of the law; and they are also a check 
upon many bard landlords, who are 
only prevented from ruining their 
tenants (who are often too ready to ruin 
themselves) by the conviction that it is 
easier to want a few pounds to let the 
tenant support himself, than to deprive 
him of all, and then to pay double for 
his maintenance. In regard to the dis- 
tribution of money to the poor also, 
much depends on the manner of giving 
it, as well as the time. In so far as my 
other duties have permitted me, I have 
been taught to have my eye constantly 
on them, so as to know what private 
charities they receive, when their provi- 
sions fail, when their need is greatest. 
If they get any aid when they require it 
not, it is of little use, as they spend it 
on what is not necessary, and a shilling 
opportunely given does more good than 
two when there is no immediate occa- 
sion for more than what is already pos- 
sessed. Money given publicly also is 
less useful, perhaps for the same reason. 
We are, therefore, in the habit of 
giving occasionally to the poor, ac- 
cording to their necessities, and of 
giving also in a manner which may 
neither hurt their feeling of independ- 
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ence, nor expose them to their equals as 
having any thing to spare. 

We also give in kind sometimes. 
rather than in money, because when 
they get money it is spent often as it 
ought not to be. ‘They contrive also to 
exchange the provisions for their fa- 
vourite beverage ; but it is not so easily 
effected in every case. 

In every instance we show as much 
regard to moral character in our distri- 
butions, as is consistent with the relief 
of the individuals, and a few, from six 
to ten, are allowed to beg one day a 
week within the bounds of the parish, 
but in no instance are they to go beyond 
the bounds, under pain of losing parish 
support. In some parishes in the county 
they are not so particular in restraining 
their poor, but are becoming more so. 

I omitted saying, that whenever we 
find an individual very urgent in claim- 
ing support, who we think is not deserv- 
ing, that we insist upon his bequeathing 
his effects to the parish first, and then 
that his name shall be placed on the 
roll. If he is not really poor, this never 
fails in making him withdraw his 
claims; 1 have never seen it fail; in 
ordinary cases we do not resort to this 
measure, as most frequently the appli- 
cants have nothing but a pot, a bed, and 
a few bed clothes, all of which would 
not sell for 20s. When a pauper dies, 
however, we generally take possession 
of his effects, if they be of any value at 
all. The quarterly distributions are 
announced from the pulpit, on the Sun- 
day previous, and all invited to send in 
their claims, or‘to prepare to state their 
grievances, if they consider themselves 
aggrieved. 

Since | came to this parish, I have 
been led to consider it necessary to 
equity and economy, that one person 
should superintend the distribution, and 
attend to the wants of the poor, and 
scarcely a shilling has been given, or a 
eo relieved, without my knowledge. 

ere all to relieve in their separate 
capacity, the fund would be squander- 
ed; were they to give no relief save as 
a body, and no one individual to have a 
power of distributing as he saw neces- 
sary, it would be so troublesome and 
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tedious as to become impossible and in- 
compatible with the promptness of re- 
lief which is often required. 

We edueate the children of the poor, 
paying for their books, and sometimes 
the schoolmaster’s charges. Medical 
relief is not given or paid for by the ses- 
sion. It sometimes is in other pa- 
rishes. 

Every farthing collected or arising 
from any of the aforesaid funds, is noted 
down in a book kept for that purpose, 
and every penny expended in a separate 
account, bearing when, why, to whom, 
and by whom given. A state of the ac- 
counts is annually laid before the kirk 
session by the treasurer. I should also 
have mentioned that part of our funds 
are in the bank, part lent to the burgh, 
and part lent on personal security. This 
last, amounting to 100/., we have been 
most anxious to obtain payment of, but 
have hitherto been unable. *This and 
much more was lent on a similar secu- 
rity before my induction. There ought 
to be a prohibition against lending the 
money of the peor on less than heritable 
security. ‘The lenders in this case are 
almost all dead. Their heirs are not 
able,.in every case, to make good our 
loss, if any, and were they able, we 
could not compel them without 
risking much of the poor’s fund in liti- 
gation. 

The poor-laws are not in force in any 
parish in this county, and so far as I 
know, to enforce them is an extreme 
which every kirk session would account 
a great-evil, even though it would prove 
a great saving of trouble to them, and 
often of ungracious trouble too; for 
eratitude is not always the character of 
any one class of men, nor thanks always 
the reward of benevolence. The num- 
ber of paupers in this parish is owing to 
the influx of elderly women into the 
burgh, where they pet a room for 20d., 
or less, and hope to get work; a few 
years after, they require parish relief. 
The provision made by the law for ex- 
pelling those from the parish who have 
no ostensible mode of subsistence before 
they constitute residence, is not attend- 
ed to in Argyleshire. I have had no 
reason to put it into force. The custom 
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is, if any one, however poor, contrives 
to get a house or cottage, which is often 
supplied by the tenants without the 
knowledge of the authorities, to permit 
that individual to remain. 

The only preventive to the increase of 
poverty which we have adopted in this 
parish, is a saving bank and a parochial 
library; the one to encourage, the 
other to take some of its charins from 
dissipation. 

The kirk session funds are aided by a 
fund formed by individuals who contri- 
bute a penny a week for the relief of 
poverty, and by a bazaar ; both co-ope- 
rate with the kirk session. The treasurer 
and the clerk of session have each LJ. 
per annum for their trouble. Such are 
all the particulars connected with the 
management of the poor in this parish 
that | consider of any importance. 
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LETTER IV. 


** God said to man, This pleasant land, 
I make it wholly thine. 
On this sad: ay, | look, and say, 
‘There’s not ove furrow mine. 


** God said to man, Increase, enjoy, 
Build, till, aud sow your seed, 
But though the land, the Lord gave me, 
My childreu beg their bread. 


** The north belongs unto the crown ; 
The south tu the divine; 
And east and west, Wealth holds her hands, 
And says, The rest is mine. 


“ God said to man, The winged fowl, 
Tbe fiuu'd fish of the food, 
The heatheock ou the desert Lill, 
The wild deer of the woud; 


* Take them and Jive. The strong man came ; 
As came the fieud of sore 
To Paradise ; put forth his hand ; 
Aud they are mine vo more !” 
CHAUNTS oF THe PEOPLE. 


Dunfermline, 17. June, 1834. 

Poor Man’s Frizenp,—I am sure 
you will join me in the sentiment 
of the motto which I daily sing to 
the Psalm tune of “ Plaintive Martyrs,” 
or Dundee’s wild warblin 
or pious “ Elgin.” It “ 


measures, 
ts” not, 








indeed, the “ heavenward flame”: 
yet it “ raises the joy of grief.” Thanks 
to the annonymous, gifted author: 
happy should I be to take him by the 
hand, and call him brother, in faith and 
in feeling. 

That your readers of the higher and 
learned orders, may know how we, poor 
ignorant devils, ‘ the vulgar”; or as 
the knowledge diffusers have softened 
down the phrase, “ not regular stu- 
dents,” think and feel on such subjects, 
[ will venture to give them my opinions 
on the justice, policy, and general utility 
of poor-laws, and, the thought just now 
strikes me, of doing itin a paurliamen- 
tary form. St. Paul and St. Cobbett 
have taught me not to fear an imputa- 
tion of egotism ; and, forasmuch as I 
am an advocate of the rights of the 
poor, and of the working people, “I 
magnify mine office. We meet with 
many insults, itis well that we cultivate 
a virtuous self-esteem, 

Having lately meta good clergyman 
from a neighbouring parish, who used 
to read your Register along with me 
many years ago, the conversation turn- 
ed upon ** Cobbett.”  “* Cobbett,” said 
his reverence, ‘* makes no figure in the 
“ House; he has found his level there : 
but, who would have thought at one 
“time, that ever he would have got 
‘into Parliament?” After I had an- 
swered to this, and nailed him com- 
pletely on some points of divinity, he 
observed, tauntingly, “I wonder ye 
“don't get into Parliament, you that 
“know so much, and could so soon 
correct every thing that’s wrong; you 
“should really set up for a_parlia- 
“menter, as well as your idol, Mr. 
* Cobbett.” “ Be easy, sir,” I replied, 
“when we obtain universal suffrage. 
“ which I hope we shall do ere long, I 
“ shall start as a candidate for the 
“ Dunfermline district.” “ And, faith !” 
said a gentleman present, “ he'll get it 
“too, if all the weavers in Dunferm- 
“ line are to have votes,” 

At the conclusion of a public meet- 
ing, in which my son and [ completely 
vanquished Lord Dalmeny and his fa 
mous Whig lawyers from Edinbargh, 
James Hunt, Esy., of Pittencrieff, 
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peevishly and sneeringly, cried out, 
“Oh! we must have Mr. Morrison 
sent to Parliament next election !" 
“ Yes, sir,” | replied, ‘‘ the time is in- 
** deed coming, when men such as [ am 
“shall be sent to Parliament; and 
“ right it is, that the inen who work the 
“wark, should also make the laws.” 
Since, therefore, my reverend and rich 
neighbours have put it into my head, I 
will, Mr. Cobbett, indulge myself with 
a day-dream of my being in Parliament, 
in room of Lord Dalmeny ; the noble 
lord having resigned on the call of his 
constituents, in consequence of his vote 
against Mr. Harvey’s motion on the 
pension list; contrary to his pledge at the 
election. Having heard Lord Althorp’s 
motion, * that the Poor-Law Amend- 
ment Bill be now read a third time,” 
and Mr. Cobbett’s amendment, second- 
ed by Mr. Fielden, *‘ that the bill be 
read a third time this day six months,” 
I thus address the Speaker : 

Denying myself, Mr. Speaker, any 
indulgence of vanity under the fimsy 
veil of humility, such as is common to 
members on their first uppearances, 
and, avoiding the cant of “ humble sta- 
tion,” of “‘ the subject falling into abler 
hands,"’ and all such despicable com- 
mon-place stuff, | am happy that my 
maiden speech shall be on a subject 
with which I am fully acquainted ; 
having assisted in its discussion at se- 
veral meetings of the Political Union of 
Dunfermline (Oh, oh) ; and in support 
of an amendment by my ‘“ school- 
master,” not “abroad,” but always at 
home ; the honourable member for 
Oldham. (A laugh). 

The spirit of the English poor-laws 
is, that no person shall suffer want: 
the gravamen of this infamous bill is, 
that the relief of the poor shall, in a 
great measure, depend on the pleasure 
of the rich; and, the administration of 
the poor-laws, in the event of this bill 
becoming law, will be conducted in 
subservieycy to the principle of * a sur- 
plus labouring population”; to “ am- 
patate ” which will become the “ stern- 
path-duty ” of the despotic board. Se- 
riously, and without exaggeration, I 
conceive the introduction of this mea- 
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sure to be the result of a combination of 
the rich, to starve or transport a portion 
of the poor. (No, no). Yes, yes; it 
is; and it is nothing else: read Mal- 
thus and the Edinburgh Review. The 
villanous monsters whoare at the bottom 
of the plot, meditate the total abolition 
of the poor-laws; and by this first 
measure they expect to render them 
partially inoperative in England, as they 
have long been in Scotland. The pri- 
mary principle ofa legal support for the 
sick, superannuated, and unemployed 
labourers, is involved in the present dis- 
cussion ; [ shall, therefore, consider it 
under three different aspects, the aspect 
of Jesrice, as it affects the poor; of 
Pouicy, in reference to the rich ; and, of 
Uritiry, in regard to the interests of 
the whole community. 

In the first place, viewing the ques- 
tion as one of justice towards the poor, 
[ conceive, that every individual born 
on the land, has a natural right to an 
equal portion of its rent. (Hear, hear). 
Ifthe whole rents of all the lands of 
Britain. and Ireland, amount ta 
48,000,000l. yearly ; and if the inha- 
bitants of the two islafds. number 
24,000,000 ; then, according to the law 
of nature, each man, woman, and child, 
is entitled to receive 2/. annually, from 
the general rent-fund, which belongs to 
the nation. (Hear, hear, oh, oh, and 
loud cries of question, question). Why. 
are hon. gentlemen so very sensitive on 
this point?) Do they wish the present 
distribution of landed property to re- 
main undisturbed? they may quash dis- 
cussion by conceding the vested rights 
of the poor; and repudiating the prin- 
ciples of robbery and spoliation of their 
national proprietary, in the soil involved 
in this bill, by voting for the amend- 
ment of my hon. Friend. The truth of 
my proposition is theoretically indispu- 
table; when members of this House 
become better tempered and more po- 
lite, I shall speak of the mecessary 
practical’ restriction as to its applica- 
tion, 

The honourable mover of the amend- 
ment has informed you, that the poor 
have an equal right with, nay “ a bet- 
ter” right, to a portion of the land rents 
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than the landlords have to the remainder: 
better; for the poor man’s right is na- 
tural and indefeasible and inalienable ; 
he holds his charter from Almighty God, 
while the right of the landlord is con- 
ventional and ‘conditional and transfer- 
able ; it being held merely by the insti- 
tutions of man ; or in the words of Paley, 
by ** the law of the land. (Hear, hear) 
And the hon. member for Colchester 
has said, ‘* that the landlord is only a 
“trustee for the people, the fee-simple 
“ belongs of right to the nation.” (Hear, 
hear, hear). I can understand the mean- 
ing of these cries, and the direction of 
those eyes towards my hon. friends ; 
they would say, See the effects of your 
‘‘ destructive’ doctrines on the lower 
orders: ‘* the cobbler” (as the real or 
pretended mouth-piece of his Majesty’s 
government in Scotland, SirJ. Craig, has 
condescended to designate me) “is about 
“ to advocate a system of spoliation and 
“ acrarianism!” No,sir, lam not; and 
if | were to conceive my hon. friends as 
feeling uneasy under the imputation of 
misleading me or my order, nothing 
were easier than to relieve them from 
the exclusive responsibility: the same 
doctrine has been taught by Locke and 
Parry, by Moses and Jesus. 

Locke lays it down as a first princi- 
ple, that every man is entitled toas much 
land as he can himself labour, and to no 
more ; and laments that one man should 
have been enabled to rob many others 
of their original patrimony by means of 
“* yellow dirt”: had he lived in our day 
he might have said, by “ filthy rags” ; 
and Doctor Pa.ey, a prophet of your 
own, begins his first chapter on the 
Rights of Property thus : 

“If you see a flock of pigeons in a 
“ field of corn, and if (instead of each 
“picking where and what it liked, 
‘* taking just as much as it wanted and 
“no more) you should see ninety-nine 
‘* of them gathering all they got into a 
“‘ heap, reserving nothing for themselves 
‘* but the chaff and the refuse ; keeping 
“ this heap for one, and that the weak- 
“ est, perhaps worst pigeon of the flock ; 
“¢ sitting round and looking on all the 


‘* winter whilst this one was devouring, | j 


“ throwing about, and wasting it; and 
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“* if a pigeon more hungry or hardy than 
** the rest’touched a grain of the hoard, 
‘* all the others flying upon it and tear- 
“ing it to pieces; if you should see 
“this, you would see no more than 
“‘ what is every day practised and esta- 
“ blished among men. Among men you 
‘see the ninety-and-nine toiling and 
“ scraping together a heap of superflui- 
‘** ties for one (and this one too often- 
** times the feeblest and worst of the 
** whole set), a child, a woman,” (this 
is ungallant, good Doctor; say ra- 
ther, a parson, a madman, or a fool,) 
“ setting nothing for theinselves all the 
* while but a little of the coarsest of 
“ the provision which their own industry 
** produces ; looking quietly on while 
“they see the fruits of their labour 
“spent or spoiled; and if one of the 
“number take or touch a particle of 
*‘ the hoard the others joining against 
“him and hanging him for the theft.” 

And, after setting aside the claim of 
the landlord by inheritance from the 
first cultivator, he adds, ‘* The real 
(only) foundation of our right is, rug 
“¢ Law or toe Lanp.” 

The pigeon story is not, though it is 
called by the “ learned,” a * paradox,” 
but a poser; the rationale of it bears, 
that every individual, and especially he 
who labours, ought to have a share. It 
is true the parson who was of the Ones 
tries afterwards to support the claims 
of his order ; but with small success in- 
deed. It would appear that the pigeon- 
poser had made a strong impression on 
the mind of our late “ revered and ve- 
nerable sovereign,” as Oxonians still 
call George III. ; and men of moderate 
or inferior intellect have this advantage 
over those of superior powers, that on a 
simple question their minds are not so 
easily sophisticated ; soit is said,thatwhen 
our “* venerable "’ was asked for a then 
vacant bishopric for Archdeacon Parry, 
he answered with his usual threefold 
iteration, “‘ What, what, what! Pigeon 
“ Paley, Pigeon Paley, Pigeon Paley! 
‘* A bishop, a bishop, a bishop! No, 
‘** no, no.” Let the landlords pause and 

nder on Parey’s poser before they 
vin the noble lord in his unjust and’ 
unlawful attempt to take from the poor 
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toilers and scrapers a part of their “ lit- 
tle of the coarsest provisions” legally 
secured to them by the poor-laws, that 
such may be “ spent or spoiled.” by the 


rich proprietors. 

Mosss informs us, that immediately 
after the creation “ God said to our 
“ first progenitors jointly, ‘ Behold, I 
“< * have given you (in the plural) every 
“** herb bearing seed, &c.’” consequently 
the soil on which they grew; and on 
taking possession of the land of Canaan 
the principle of common right was made 
the rule of its partition among families ; 
individual alienation was permitted to 
be only for a limited space; it was ex- 
pressly enjoined, Tue LAND SHALL NOT 
BE SOLD FOR Ever; and for the unfor- 
tunate and the improvident provision 
was made by a liberal system of poor- 
Jaws. Jrsus, the greatest of all level- 
lers, made the leaving or selling of land 
and all other property a term and test 
of discipleship, forbade individual accu- 
mulation, and commanded equal distri- 
bution among his followers ; his laws 
were obeyed: ‘‘ they that had posses- 
“sions and goods sold them, and laid 
“the price at the apostles’ feet, and 
“‘ distribution was made unto all, as 
‘every man had need; they“that be- 
“‘ lieved were together, and they had all 
** things common.” Robert Owen is the 
only Cuaristian writer of the present 
day. Lords and prelates of the Malthu- 
sian school, with their immense posses- 
Sions and revenues, in the midst of their 
starving brethren,and not evenso muchas 
saying to these, ‘‘ Be warmed, be filled,” 
but “ starve, die, and be damned,” call 
themselves Christians! Were the Au- 
thor of Christianity now to appear in 
London as he did in Jerusalem, teach- 
ing the same doctrines, and accompa- 
nied by as many followers, he would 
not be crucified, to be sure, as he was 
by the bloody Jews, but I have no doubt 
that he and his apostles would soon be 
sent after the Dorchester Unionists. 


(Hear, hear, and question). Well, 1 
will come to the question. On the prin- 
ciple of a natural, common, equal right 
to the soil, my individual claim on the 
land-rent fund at the present time is, 
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To my share of land-rent for 
53 years, at say 2/. yearly. . £106 
To my wife's share, for 15 years 30 
To my 6 children’s shares, till 

12 years old ceoveccecccece 144 

€ 280 
Now I am willing to waive this family 
claim, and also to forbear to press my 
future claims daring life ; and my work- 
ing friends are willing to do the same 
on condition that the landlords shall 
religiously fulfil a virtual compact, upon 
condition of which they hold their es- 
tates ; that is, that when we are sick, im- 
potent, or unemployed, they will mode- 
rately supply our natural wants out of 
the rents of the lands of which they have 
a monopoly. Is this claim unjust or un- 
reasonable? Surely no: let every hon. 
gentleman who thinks so vote for the 
amendment of the hon. member for 

SE, cat iy A. 

I must awake, Mr. Cobbett, and for 
the present leave my parliamentary du- 
ties for the awls. With my next | shall 
send you printed papers, from which 
you will see how the poor of this parish 
are defrauded and robbed under the 
most hypocritical pretences, in conse- 
quence of the ineficiency of the Scotch 
poor-laws, to which it is intended to 
assimilate the English. There is a Re- 
port from a Committee of the General 
Assembly on this subject, which it 
might be of service to our cause that 
you should see. I have long sought for 
itin vain. If any of your Scotch friends 
can obtain it they ought to send it to 
you without delay. 

Poor Man’s Friend, 
[ remain, 
Your obedient servant, 
THOS. MORRISON, Sen. 
William Cobbett, M. P. : 

P.S. I now recollect that the G. A.s 

Report was made to Parliament. 


——— 





Bolton, 23. June, 1834, 
Dear Sir,—I see by your pruaise- 
worthy opposition to the Malthus-check- 
population bill, that you have received 
a statement from Mr. Myerscoven of 
Little Bolton, stating the amount of 
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the money received by the overseers, 
and the amount paid to the poor, 
in which it appears not more than 
one-half has been handed to the 
poor. I feel confident from my 
long experience in reforming local 
abuses, that this is the case throughout 
England ; and those designing knaves 
called assistant-overseers seldom, or 
never, furnish Government with a fair 
statement. About six years ago I was 


summoned before the magistrates to}. 


show cause why I refusecd to pay my 
poor-rates, when I took three years 
printed reports toshow them that it was 
not poor-rates, as stated on the sum- 
mons; for the three years not one- 
third of the amount laid had _ been paid 
to the poor, including the workhouse. 
Since that time our tuwn’s -affairs have 
been better managed, as you will see by 
the following statement, which L copied 
from the last printed report issued by 
the overseers. 

Report of the poor of the township of 
Great Bolton, from the 25. March, 1832, 
to the 25. March, 1833. 

Amount of rates laid for the relief of 
the poor, 10,5791. 16s. 





£ s d. 

Amount paid to regular 
poor, as perlist...... 2773 12 O 
Ditto to Casual Poor .. 151 O O 
PasseS .cccecessceses 24 411 
Burial expenses........ 152 9 1 
Workhouse expenses .. 1215 10 9 
Dispensary, .ccccsseces 42 0 0 
Manchester Infirmary .. 10 10 O 

Debts paid which were 
owing last year...... 87210 O 
16 9 


£ 5246 





The greater part of the remainder is 
made up in county-rates, law expenses, 
salaries, boroughreeve accounts, and 
other items, not at all connected with 
the poor, all which items would be un- 
necessary under a good Government. 

I ought to state that the 872i. 10s. 
which is stated for debts paid, 490/. is 
for items of this description. We have 


now got the town’s affairs in our own 
hands; the overseers and all salaried 
Officers are elected by the rate-payers. 


28rxa June, 1834. 
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The consequence of this is, that the 
rates which a few years ago were 4s, 
per quarter iu the pound uuader a self- 
elected, self-interested junta, are now 
reduced to 6d. in the pound, not more 
than one-half of which can_ possibly 
be paid to the poor, as the other will 
be wanted for various purposes. 
Yours very respectfully, 
W. NAISBY. 
To Mr. Cobbett, M. P. 





(From the Morning Herald 21. June.) 

The Malthusians, and the whole race 
of Mammonite philosophers—who, to 
use a phrase of Mr. Povterr Tuomson, 
would rather keep their money to 
fructify in their breeches-pockets, than 
contribute the smallest portion of it for 
the relief of their starving fellow-crea- 
ture—are in the habit of ascribing the 
pauperism which prevails among the 
labouring classes in this country to the 
poor-laws. But numerous and wretched 
as the poor of this country are, they are 
not so numerous or so wretched as those 
of Ireland, where no poor-laws do or 
ever have existed. We have often re- 
ferred to the state of the poor in that 
country as affording the most convinc- 
ing argament of the necessity of a sta- 
tutory provision for the poor. Notonly 
has the want of poor-laws in Ireland 
produced a state of wretchedness among 
the labouring population of that part of 
the United Kingdom which is hardly to 
be paralleled on the face of the earth, 
out the same wretchedness operates to 
depress below what it would otherwise 
have been the condition of the labouring 
poor of England. ‘The swarms of Mr. 
Spring Rice’s ragged and famishing 
countrymen that continually come over 
along with Mr. Spring Rice’s other 
Irish exports of corn, cattle, pigs, and 
poultry, we need not say, keep dowa 
the rate of wages in this country toa 
starvation price, while they illustrate 
the “ advancing prosperity” of their 
native land, where thousands pine for 
food in the midst of plenty, much better 
than the red-tape Colonial Secretary's 
Custom-house returns. Like the critic 
in Sterne who took nunoticeof the face of 
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Garrick in his deep emotions, but “ looked 
only at the stop-watch,” such astatesm 
turns from the mass of living wretched- 


ness of his. native land, which he may 


see in every street, on every road, under 
every hedge, almost of this country, 
and looks only at the documents! So 
he finds Ireland to be growing fast in 
prosperity, because corn and catile are 
exported while the population starve. 
One who did not understand the myste- 
ries of “ red-tapeism ” would absurdly 
infer that if the people had the means of 
purchasing the corn and the beef, the 
bacon and the poultry, they would save 
the producers the trouble and expense 
of exporting those things; but official 
logicians ef the school which we men- 
tion smile with contempt at the deduc- 
tions of common sense. 

But though the starving multitudes 
of the tenantry of the hard-hearted Irish 
absentees huve not money to buy the 
produce of the soil which they cultivate, 
they have hands which they sometimes 
use in vindicating by force the principle 
which the poor-laws of this country re- 
cognise, as the law of humanity did be- 
tore them, that no person .ought to 
perish of hunger while there is food to 
be had, It is the poor-laws that prevent 
such periodical visitations of the mad- 
ness engendered of hunger which occur 
in Ireland. At present famine stares a 
large portion of the population of Ire- 
land in the face, in consequence of an 
extensive failure of the potatu-crop, the 
only subsistence of a large proportion 
of the inhabitants of the corn and cat- 
tle-exporting country. What is the 
consequence? The starving crowds 
seize by force upon the provisions going 
to market, they attack and carry off 
carts of flour and potatoes, as they would 
in England, if the poor-laws did not 
protect them against absolute starva- 
tion. Some years ago, when, from a 
similar cause, a famine prevailed in the 
south and west of Ireland, the exports 
of provisions to this country would have 
been stopped by the rapid process of a 
popular embargo and distribution, if it 
had not been for the large amount of 
subscription raised among the benevo- 
lent in this country, who were thus 


Poor-Laws, 








So 


mileted to relieve the Irish poor-as 


well as their own, because the Irish 
landlords, of whom Mr. Rice is one, 
oppose ‘every proposition for placing 
them beyond the reach of absolute 
starvation by a system of legal relief. 
Who can wonder at the turbulence of a 
people so abandoned by their heartless, 
sordid, absentee landlords, to hopeless 
misery, that they can fear nothing 
worse than they already suffer from the 
penal consequences of lawless attempts 
to relieve the immediate pressure of 
their deplorable distress ? 

The following passage, illustrative of 
the melancholy state of things in Ire- 
land, in consequence of there being no 
statutory provision for the poor, is from 
the Tipperary Free Press. 

“ On Monday, after mid-day, consi- 
“ derable alarm was excited by a report 
‘‘ that Messrs. Grubb’s flour-carts were 
“attacked near Marlfield, on their way 
** to this town, by about 200 men, wo- 
“men, and children, and 20 sacks of 
‘* flour forcibly taken away. ‘The police 
“immediately turned out under their 
“ active chief, Captain Gunn, and with 


“ the dragoons and infantry were at the ~ 


“ scene of the attack in about 20 mi- 
** nutes. j 
by Sir Hugh Gough, Captain Morton, 
“and Stephen Meore, Esq., three ma- 
* gistrates of this county, and having 
‘* scoured the country with great dili- 
“ gence, four sacks of the flour were 
“ found in corn- fields, and two persons, 
“a man and woman, who bore evident 
“marks of the foray, were apprehended. 
‘* Subsequently seven persons were ta- 
‘* ken into custody, two of whom were 
‘liberated, Mr. Moore having become 
‘“‘ their security ; and the seven prison- 


‘ers and the four sacks of flour were | 


“ brought in by the police, and the 
*“* former duly committed to the county 
‘* paol for trial at the ensuing assizes. 
“It has been our painful duty to record, 
‘in times of scarcity, the conimission 
“ of similar outrages on the property of 


“ the Messrs. Grubb. ' These gentlemen ~ 


“ send daily from Cloghesn and Caher 
“into this town, for consumption and 
“exportation, immense quantities of 
*‘ flour, and their carriers or property 





They were soon after joined © 
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stove.” ‘The Coércion Act Will not 


_ cion bills were to. have been necessary to 


“the healing measure”! Nothing but 


92h —.* ~ ~ Gen June, . 1934. 626 


“ are never molested, unless at periods 
“ jike the present, when our wretched 
‘« peasantry are suffering under the pres- 
“sure of want and the most grinding 
 privations. Potatoes of indifferent 
“ quality are now Gd. per stone in-this 
‘market : and when the trifling wages 
‘« of the labourer and the precariousness 
“ of employment are taken into consi- 
‘ deration, it will.be felt that nothing 
‘less than the direst necessity could 
“‘ prompt so large a portion of the popu- 
‘lation, remarkable fur their wonder- 
‘* ful endurance of poverty, to this glar- 
“ing outrage of the laws. We trust 
“* that something shortly will be done 
“to ameliorate the pitiable condition 
‘“‘of the people of this. unfortunate 
country.” . , 
If any thing is shortly to be done, in 
accordance with the anticipation of the 
writer of the above paragraph, to ame- 
liorate the condition of the people of his 
unfortunate country, it is not likely it 
will be done by the Whig Ministers or 
the reformed Parliament. The former 
have been nearly four years in office, 
and they have done nothing whatever to 
ameliorate the condition of the great 
mass of the Irish people; yet they are 
not altogether inattentive to Ireland. 
They extend their patronage by com. 
missions in that country; they have 
even a poor-law commission there to 
inquire about that of which no reason- 
able man entertains a doubt, and of 
which the evidence is continually and 
painfully obtruded upon our notice. 
Lord Grey has just now declared that 
the Cuercion Act is to be renéwed. The 
people ‘‘ ask for bread, and they get a 


the cravings of hunger, nor erush 
desperation. ‘Neither armies bor coer- 


tranquillize Ireland after the passing of 


honest government, and providing em- 
ployment for the mass of the people, 
will ever tranquillize it; abd yet this 
simple truth the Tories overlooked, and 
the Whigs cannot see. 


; 





HISTORY OF GEORGE THE 
FOURTH. 


Two numbers of this work will be 
published on the 1. of next month, and 
three numbers on the 1. of August; and 
this will complete the work, chrono- ° 
logical table, index, and all; and then 
[ shall have done my duty with regard 
to “THE SOVEREIGN,” and _ his 
fishings on Vireinta Water; and his — 
palaces and his gateways, and his pony 
pheetons, and his gilded carpets, so much , 
admired and praised by the ever-damned 
tax-devourers of London. Ah! this is 
the solace of my life, to look back at, 
and to describe how itis, that the greedy 
and blundering fellows, who have had 
the affairs of this nation in -thel® hands, 
have brought themselves into their pre- 
sent pretty pickle. I have just finished 
the history of Peex’s bill. Llose my- 
self in ecstacy, when I look back at 
their arrogance and insolence, and then 
turn my eyes to behold them in their 
present precious plight, in which they 
are now receiving the just reward of 
that arrogance and insolence ; and there 
is no part of them, whose present situa- 
tion I view with more pleasure than 
that of the parsons. 





fromthe LONDON GAZETTE, 
Frivay, June 20, 1834. 

INSOLVEN'1S. 

CLARK, J., Godalming, Surrey, linen-draper. 

READY, 5., Kingston-upon-Thawes, grocer. 

BANKRUPTCY ANNULLED. 

CAPPER, H., Strand, tea-dealer. 

BANKRUPTS, 

ATKINSON, T., Gloucester, chemist, 

BROWN, E., Heawa Norris, Lancashire, 

cotton-spiuner. 

BRIDGE, R., Twickenham, Middlesex, grocer. 


CONROY, T., Leicester-place, Leicester- 


square, wine-me: chant. 

NOTT, aud Co., Bristol, iron-merchants. 
SMITH, J., Liverpouol, currier. 

WARD, U. D., Mauchester, merchant. 





Tuespay, June 24, 1434, 
BANKRUPTCIES ANNULLED. 

BOULTING, J., jun., Wells, Somersetshire, | 
inobolder. ; 
TURNER, R. J., Norwich, money-scrivener. 
BANKRUPTS, 
BULMER, J., Hartlepovt, Durtiam, 
CHAPMAN, S., Hurst, Lancasinre. » ' 





COHEN, S., Birmingham, factor. 
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COWAN, R., P'umstead, Kent, schoolmaster. 

DAY, E. E., Bristol, surgeon. 

GRIFFIN, E., Erdington, surgeon. 

HUNT, T., Sheffield, scissor-mauufacturer. 

HODSOLL, T., Garnault-place, Spa-fields, 
aud Brussels, Belgium, picture-dealer. 

JAMES, J., Blandford Forum, Dorsetshire, 
inukeeper. 

LEE, B., Selby, Yorkshire, soap-hoiler. 

WALSH, J., Warrington, Lancashire, cot- 
ton-manufacturer. 

WHITEHEAD, R., Liverpool, and Birkiu- 
head, Cheshire, attorney-at-law. 

WILLS, W., Exeter, builder. 

WHYBOROUGH, C,, Manchester, victualler. 


SCOTCH SEQUESTRATIONS, 


GEDDES, J., Verreville, near Glasgow, ma- 
nufacturer of glassware. 


ROBINSON, J., Jedburgh, merchant. 





LONDON MARKETS. 


Mark-Lane, Corn-Excuance, June 23.— 
Though the arrivals of Wheat fresh up to this 
moruing’s market from Essex, Kent, and Suf- 
folk were not large, yet the trade ruled dull, 
and millers exhibited little iuclination to be 
come purchasers; a few fine parcels at the 
commencement of the market realized the 
rates of this day se’nnight, but the general 
runs soll slowly at a decline of Is. per quarter 
on the terms of last Munday. Toferior parcels 
were very unsaleable. iu bonded qualities 
nothing traus;iring. 

Barley was iv short supply, and the demand 
meeting limited, last week's quotations were 

arely supported. The prices of bonded sam- 
ples were unaltered in value. 

Malt of fine quality was saleable at the 
former currency, but inferior qualities met 
with little attention, 

The supply of Oats since Friday, particularly 
from Scotiand, has been considerable, and 
some additional cargues having arrived to-day, 
caused the stands to be well filled with sam- 

les. Factors demanded the advanced rates of 

riday, which were 6d, to Is. above the quota- 
tions of this day week. Deale:s and consumers 
however, complied reluctantiy with the im- 
proved rates, aud the business consequently, 
was not extensive, Some carzoes of foreign 
oats have arrived in the river, but speculators 
are still inquiring for the article in bond, as 
well as transmitting fresh orders to Deamark 
at the preva ling currencies. 

Beans, though iu limited supply, were dull! 
sale at last week's prices. Nothing doing iv 
the article uoder lock. 

Few Peas offeriuy of any description, and 
prices fully maintained. Bonded samples are 
scarce, aud held at from 26s. to 34s. as iv 
quality. 

The stock of Flour in London being to a 
moderate exteut, fresh qualities were ready 


GazeTTE AXUD MAKKETs. 


Wheat, Easex, Kent, and Suffolk 45s, 
3 en Pe a 50s, 
Norfolk, ine ty 42.. 


to Sle, 
to 56s, 
to 47s. 
to 52s, 


to 44s, 
to Sls, 








and Yorkshire...... 
—— White, ditto .......... 46s, 
West Country red...... 46s, 
White, ditto ........+. 47s, 
—— Northumberland and 
Berwickshire red ., . 40s. to 45s. 
——— White, ditto .......... 41s. te 47s. 
Moray, Angus, and 
Rothshire = 4 _ aa 378. to 43s. 
—— White, ditto .......... 43s. to 45s, 
Trish red ....2ecseeceee 378 to 415. 
White, ditto ........66 40s. to 44s. 
Barley, Malting ......eeseseee 3ls, to 33s, 
Chevalier ...cce.scseee SIS. to 335. 
Distilling .......+4-+6 298, to 3is, 
Grinding... ....se.eee+2 285. to 305. 
Malt, DOW ce cececececece cooeg ee 37s. to 47s. 
Norfolk, pale............ 508. to 56s, 
52s. to 58s. 


Ware 2. ccissccccccscccce 
Peas, Hog and Grey .......... 385s. to 40s, 
395. to 43s. 


——— Maple... .occve vececccece 
—— White Boilers .......... 4s. to 485. 
Beans, Small ...ccccccccccccce 248 to 398. 
Harrow. ee eeee tesa eeee 33s. to 38s. 
to 36s. 


a Wis db dts 34 ee@enreeee 323, 
Oats, English Feed.........+.. 255. to 27s, 
to 28s. 


Short, small ....cccccccce 208 
_—___ Poland Sse eco sesesesece 25s. to 29s. 
—— Scotch, common ........ 2558. to 26s, 
Potato .....0s006 278. to 29s. 
Berwick ......+2 26s. to 28s. 
—— Irish, Galway, &c. ...... 223. to 24s, 
Potato ..cccccesce 228- to Dhs, 
SS Black eereeeeteeee 2is. to 26s. 
Bran, per bushel ...........+.. 10s, to 13s. 
Flour, per sack ........ 000000 403. to 465, 


PROVISIONS. 
Butter, Dorset ........ 40s, to 
Cambridge .... 40s, to 
York ........ 385. to —s. 
Cheese, Dble. Gloucester 48s. to 68s. 
Siugle ditto.... 44s. to 48s, 
Cheshire ...... 54s. to 74s. 
Derby ......+- 50s, to 60s, 
Hams, Westworeland,, 46s. to 58s. 
— Cumberland... 46s. to 56s. 


SMITHFIBLD, June 23. 

This day’s supply of Sheep was rather great, 
its supply of Beasts, Lambs and Calves, mode- 
rately good; of Porkers, but limited. Trade, 
owing to the unfavourable state of the weather 
for slaughtering, and both the carcass mar 
kets, and many of the street butchers’ shups, 
‘tli contaiuing a considerable portion of their 
Saiurday’s meat, was, thronghout, very dull ; 
say with Mutton, Lamb, aud Veal, at a de- 
pressin of from 2d. to 4d. per stoue; | 
Beef and Po:k at barely Friday’s quotations- 
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gale at the terms of last Monday.———)-— 
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